
Page 1 of 10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FLASH! 
Issue No. 121:  March 2010 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Busy times on the Lightning stand at the 2010 Dinghy Show at Alexandra Palace. 
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EDITOR’S NOTE 
by David Machin (LN282) 

I must admit to having approached the compiling of this 

edition of Flash with an element of trepidation.  With 
many (the sensible ones, perhaps) having put their 
Lightnings to bed for the Winter and no Opens to report, I 
was struggling to see how I‟d fill the edition.   

As my wife Niamh would say “Big Eejut!” 

There was always going to be the excellent Dinghy Show 
to report and the forthcoming season to preview, but now 
Caroline Key has handed me a box full of editions of Flash 
and photographs from years-gone-by and Wayne Jenner 

has really put the cherry on the top by putting in a fabulous effort to regenerate the 
website. 

Wayne provides his thoughts behind the new website in these pages and, with this 
being the first “e-version” of Flash, I thought it was appropriate to reprint the very first 
edition and so give an insight into the very early days of the Class - can‟t you just 
picture the “duplicator” handle being cranked to print off the copies? 

The RYA has also given us a boost by adding a couple of points on to the Lightning‟s 
suggested handicap - we‟ll now sail off 1152 - so I look forward even more to a good 
light-wind pursuit race and a rare flash of competence. 

… and anyway, I happen to love sailing in the Winter.  OK, at Haversham we may lose a 
couple or three Sundays to ice or flooding, but better and truer winds and the Club‟s 
cream back home from travels on various Open Circuits make for better, more 
challenging racing.  Or perhaps I‟m just mad? 

Well, I‟m rambling now so I‟ll stop – except to give one last word of encouragement to 
support the Open Circuit. 

All the best, 
David (LN282) 

----------------------- o0o ----------------------- 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHAIRMAN’S NOTE 
by Ben Harris (LN325) 

First off, I would like to thank David for putting together an 
excellent edition of Flash which I had a sneak preview of 
before writing this note.  I think and hope that this is a true 
reflection of the way the Class is going and this is only 
reinforced by the website that Wayne has developed for us.   

As you will have noted from previous editions of Flash, one of 
my aims as has always been to update our website so that it 
was modern, current and facilitated communication between 
existing Class members and importantly, potential Class 
members.  I met with a web designer who provided a quote 
but it was prohibitively expensive. Along came Wayne and 

without any prompt, he designed the website that, at the time of writing, is due to go-
live as soon as possible.  Wayne has written an article with more details on the site so I 
won‟t say anything more here other than I really hope that this does provide a platform 
for the Class to grow.   

 On the Dinghy Show, on behalf of the Class I would like to thank Robin, David, Sue, 
Dave, Wayne, Simon and John for spending time on the stand.  In particular, however, I 
think that Caroline deserves an extra note of thanks for setting up and striking the 
stand and working the whole show.  As David reports separately, compared to last year 
I think that the show was more positive in terms of people who were considering 
buying a Lightning and importantly, a new Lightning rather than a second hand one.  
As most will know, the second hand market is limited and realistically, the growth of 
the Class is linked closely to whether, or not, John starts building some new boats.   
Let‟s hope the orders come through.   

 Finally, another note of thanks to David for putting together this years racing calendar 
which is not an easy job.  As it is for me, I hope that this edition of Flash and the new 
website will give you additional motivation to get out on the circuit this year and enjoy 
some good class racing.  I can not make all the opens I would like to but I look forward 
to the ones I can.  

Best regards 
Ben (LN325) 

----------------------- o0o ----------------------- 
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2010 DINGHY SHOW 
Alexandra Palace, 6th / 7th March 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our beloved Lightning stole the limelight at this year‟s Dinghy Show at Alexandra 

Palace … well, it did for us. 

After a few trial-runs and much pondering of poles of various length, Caroline and I just 
managed to have the stand set up on Friday when John arrived with his newly-polished 
boat - the boat even had a mast once John had wandered around the hall for a while 
with the 6-metre spar on his shoulder while he tracked down the stand! 

I can only vouch for the Saturday, but the stand was very busy and the level of interest 
in the boat and the new website - on display on Ben‟s laptop - was really encouraging.  
Many price-lists for pod kits and new sails were snaffled … as were CA application 
forms, copies of Flash and the Open Circuit schedule. 

John and Ben, in their capacity as two-thirds of the Technical Committee, spent a good 
while working on a re-drafting the Class Rules and I hope that they will be able to trail 
these in the June edition; so giving people chance to digest them ahead of the AGM. 

Many thanks must go to all who helped staff the stand, including Robin Stubbs, Simon 
Hopkins, Sue and Dave Thomas, and especially to Ben, Caroline and John Claridge, who 
represented the Class all weekend and must have gone home exhausted after striking 
the stand on Sunday evening. 

David - LN282 

2010 OPEN CIRCUIT 

The final pieces of the Open Circuit jigsaw have fallen into place since the last issue of 

Flash … which is just as well, because the first Open at Hillingdon is only a week away!   

This is followed in short order by the Training Day at Haversham near Milton Keynes 
and the two-day Open at Weston on Southampton Water. 

A conversation with the Weston PRO and likely Open participants during the Dinghy 
Show has led us to take up an offer to hold the meeting over two days.  The offer of 
camping at the club, which will be open all weekend, good value (with a meal thrown-
in on Saturday) and the prospect of large fleets of Lightnings, Supernovas and Streakers 
was just too good to turn down. 

Up River will be on 8th August - a tide-dictated Sunday event.  Here again, there will be 
camping at the club there‟s talk of another Training Day (much needed, no doubt, for us 
muddy puddle sailors) and a barbeque on the Saturday. 

A new Lightning venue, Dorchester-on-Thames near Oxford, made a late run for 
inclusion in the schedule and has settled into the 4th September slot. 

Notices of Race are enclosed for the events at Hillingdon, Weston and Haversham 
(Notice of Training?).  I‟ll soon be pestering the Class Captains at Cotswold, Oxford 
and Dovestone for theirs and these will be posted on the website ahead of the events. 

Date Club Event 

Sunday 21st March Hillingdon O.A.C. Open Meeting 

 Saturday 10th April Haversham S.C. Training Day 

17th / 18th April Weston S.C. Open Meeting 

Saturday 8th May  Cotswold S.C. Open Meeting 

Saturday 22nd May Oxford S.C. Open Meeting 

Saturday  12th June Dovestone S.C. Northern Championships  

26th / 27th June Royal Lymington Y.C. Sea Championships 

Saturday 17th July Cookham Reach S.C. Southern Championships 

Sunday 8th August Up River Y.C. Open Meeting 

21st / 22nd August Northampton S.C. National Championships 

Saturday 4th September Dorchester-on-Thames S.C. Open Meeting 

Saturday 25th September Haversham S.C. Inland Championships 

Saturday 6th November West Oxfordshire S.C. Rum & Mince Pies Meeting 

We have a slightly expanded programme over recent years.  We have sea events, river 
events (both tidal and not) and events on lakes of all sizes - each with its own unique 
characteristics and challenges.   

I hope there‟s something for everyone.   

David - LN282 
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GET READY FOR WAYNE’S WORLD  (Sorry Wayne; couldn‟t resist) 

So … Wayne's World hey (David; a title like that deserves a capsize). That might have 

to be the title of the new web site!!!   

Anyway the old web site was looking a little 'dated' and I know as a webmaster it does 
become a bit of a chore to maintain a site after a while, so I volunteered to do a re-build 
and take over as webmaster for a while. 

I do think the web site is important if we want to promote and move the class 
forwards. An active site, with lots of chat and banter makes the Class look alive and 
interesting and with John Claridge trying to support the Class with new design ideas 
and involvement in Class activities, I think he deserves our help. 

So I set about building a new site. A good, well designed site with easy navigation, is a 
fair amount of work, so I did cheat a little and started with a professional template 
design, which I have heavily edited to make into something suitable for our Class 
Association. The basic template uses a good deal of current web technology in terms of 
Adobe Flash for the title images, Java scripts to control the menu systems and do some 
of the whizzy stuff with the photos etc. as well as good old HTML pages for the basic 
text and overall layout. 

I'm not one for over flashy stuff, so I've tried to build an elegant and functional site that 
meets the needs of existing Class Members and might help attract new Lightning 
sailors as well. As I said above, what we do off the water is at least as important as 

what we do on it, if we are trying to support and grow the Class, so the web site is a 
sales pitch as well. 

It's taken about six weeks to build it, with a little feedback from Ben, David and a few 
others who I've consulted as it has progressed to this stage. I uploaded it to my own 
web space around mid February so we could start to get feedback and refine the 
design. Once Ben had it running on a computer at the Dinghy show, I could see we 
probably needed to give the site a little wider exposure, so using the unofficial forum I 
provided a link and waited for comments.  

The site, I hope, will continue to develop as I get feedback and ideas from Class 
Association members. Please don't be shy in suggesting ideas or improvements, one 
thing about doing this kind of thing is the need to get other peoples ideas and 
comments, it really is the only way to develop a site rapidly and keep it current, useful 
and relevant to users needs. 

Within the next few weeks I will upload the site to the Class Association web space 
and build the forum. Then we can look at what we do next. Ben has ideas about e-mail 
alerts for key events and news, we could think about a 'live chat' system, maybe a little 
mini site for mobile browsers etc. 

However, I think the most pressing need is to have regular updates and keep the 
content current and relevant. I will try and provide an update about once a week, at 
least whilst the site is new and things need to develop. To do that I will need a little 
help with content ideas, snippets of text and pictures. All I need is a little e-mail and I 
can then sort out the formatting and update details, but it is very difficult to generate 
all the content by one's self. 

Anyway I hope you enjoy the new site and find it a useful way to stay in touch and up 
to date with the Class, hopefully the forum will re-enforce the community feel of the 
Class and promote friendships. 

Enjoy 
Wayne (LN172) 

Pending current-Webmaster Ian‟s return from his travels, the new site can be found at 
its temporary home: www.wayne.jenner.btinternet.co.uk … party on dudes (sorry, 
sorry ... did it again) 

----------------------- o0o ----------------------- 

SECONDHAND BOATS 

Secondhand boats are regularly advertised on the Class Association website 

(http://www.lightning368.co.uk/ or www.wayne.jenner.btinternet.co.uk) ... and there 
are three on the board as we go to press. 

If you have a Lightning for sale then please contact Tracy Hartland - 01 484 514 962 - 
tracy.hartland@hotmail.co.uk

http://www.wayne.jenner.btinternet.co.uk/
http://www.lightning368.co.uk/
http://www.wayne.jenner.btinternet.co.uk/
mailto:tracy.hartland@hotmail.co.uk
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THE STUMP 
by Robin Stubbs (LN332) - Haversham SC 

Do you ever have those flashback moments that creep up on you unexpectedly, but hit 

you with the raw clarity of a Dali painting?  They may be triggered by a sound, a smell, a 
snatch of music ... whatever.  One abiding memory of my handful of years as a 368 sailor 
(I use the term “sailor” loosely here, you understand) is inevitably triggered by the 
rushing noise of water whipped up by a full-on Force Eight:  LN282 Dave Machin‟s 
close encounter with the Marine Underwriters back in 2008.  

Once upon a time on a sunny-drenched afternoon in the depths of summer, with a gale 
raging and white horses prancing on the water, Bernard (for thus is our esteemed Veep 
familiarly known in Haversham circles*) bravely took his weirdly named boat out for a 
run, only to suffer the indignity not just of a capsize, but of a total inversion … which is 
difficult on a puddle that seldom exceeds 14 feet in depth.  Worse still, it was right in 
front of the Race Hut.  It transpired that a particularly evil gust had sheared his mast off 
flush with the deck, leaving the stump lodged firmly in the slot.  Be that as it may, I 
witnessed the event and the mental snapshot that is etched on my brain (another term 
used loosely, you understand) is of the hull pitch-poling downwind with a body, limbs 
outstretched in classic star-jump pose, cartwheeling in mid-air.  One of those moments, 
I guess, when you‟d give your right arm for a camera ... 

Anyway, we have that stump to this day - it‟s been lovingly preserved as an example to 
all of us.  An example of what, I‟m not entirely certain, but we polished it up a bit, 
skewered it to a chunk of mahogany and called it the HSC Lightning 368 Sailor of the 
Year Trophy.  But, being the quirky sort of people we are, it‟s not just another award for 
outright winners, it‟s more of a recognition for endeavour and we‟ve cooked up a 
formula combining three elements that decide who the trophy goes to.    

These elements are: 

Firstly - performance over the year, to reward 
achievement; 

Secondly - number of appearances on the water, to 
reward effort, and … 

Thirdly - a personal (and secret, oh yes) ballot of 
Lightning owners to determine who, in the opinion 
of each and every one of us, has made the most 
significant contribution to Lightning sailing at 
Haversham Sailing Club. 

These three elements carry equal weighting in the 
computation, the results of which can be quite 
unpredictable, especially if I‟m the one handling the 
calculator .... 

So that‟s the story of The Stump.  And I guess it‟s only right and proper that the first 
winner was Mr. Cartwheel himself .... Dave Machin.  

Robin Stubbs - LN332 

* And if you want to know how he got to be called „Bernard‟, you‟ll have to wait for another 
edition of this worthy rag! 

Editor’s note:  errmm … thanks for that Robin!  Fiona Scott (LN175) deservedly took 
home the Stump at last November‟s HSC Pot Night.  Her death-roll antics pictured on 
the Training Day flyer are actually well out of character and Fiona will join the 
Lightning‟s burgeoning representation in this season‟s Haversham Gold Fleet.   

LN175 “Fiasco” also found fame in its own right last year.  After a very kind lend by 
Fiona, it was Robbie Claridge‟s Championship-winning mount at the 2009 Nationals. 

----------------------- o0o ----------------------- 

DETAILS OF THE BUILDER 

 
JOHN CLARIDGE COMPOSITES LTD 

(Company Registration No. 3353847) 
 

Sadlers Farm Workshops 
Lower Pennington Lane 

Lymington 
Hampshire SO41 8AL 

 
Telephone:  01 590 674 821 

Email: john@johnclaridgeboats.com 

----------------------- o0o ----------------------- 

LIGHTNING 368 POLO-SHIRTS 

We have a stock of stylish class polo-shirts 
available at very reasonable prices. 

These handsome fellas are sporting class polo-shirts, 
which are available in royal blue or navy blue and in 
small, medium and Supernova-sailor sizes for £10 + 
P&P.   

Please contact Caroline Key in the first instance at caroline.key@adrianhollier.co.uk to 
get your hands on these bargain buys - how can you resist? 

----------------------- o0o ----------------------- 

mailto:john@johnclaridgeboats.com
mailto:caroline.key@lightning368.co.uk
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Lightning 368 - Training Day 

Haversham Sailing Club, Milton Keynes  

Saturday 10th April 2010 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This year‟s Lightning 368 Training Day at Haversham Sailing Club rapidly approaches - 
don‟t miss out on what has become a firm fixture in both the Haversham and CA 
calendars. 

The Training Day caters for all levels of sailing ability, and will follow a similar format 
to previous years, comprising a full day‟s on- and off-the-water coaching by experienced 
and RYA Certificated Instructors.  

A flat fee of £10.00 per head covers the coaching, bacon breakfast bap, a hot lunch and 
afternoon tea ... all we ask is that you bring your own boat*, are rigged and ready to go 
on the water from 10h00 and undertake to enjoy yourself! 

I‟m sure you‟ll understand that we have to make forward arrangements for catering and 
volunteer support staff (safety boat cover etc) so it would be appreciated if you could 
make a firm email booking to be received, together with your guarantee of payment, no 
later than the Easter Saturday (3rd April). 

Please note that, whilst we will officially be in BST mode, the water tends to remain 
quite cold until well into June - so the wearing of wet- or dry-suits is strongly 
recommended.  

There is plenty of room for those who might want to pitch a tent, and overnight access 
to the clubhouse facilities can be arranged. There is a choice of local hotels and B&Bs 
for those who don‟t want to “rough it” - just paste www.mkweb.co.uk/accommodation 
into your address line and go hunting on the web.  

If enough people are tempted to stay overnight, we‟d be delighted to arrange for you to 
be entertained for the evening too! 

You can check out the Haversham Sailing Club website for location plan, directions 
and other information at: www.havershamsc.co.uk.    

Otherwise, please feel free to contact me  by email on safetyboat@havershamsc.co.uk 

I look forward to seeing you all again. 
Robin Stubbs - LN332 

* It might even be possible to borrow a boat from an HSC member – email us if this is 
an option you‟d like to pursue. 

----------------------- o0o ----------------------- 

A BIT OF FUN … 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There‟s a free butterfly cake at the Training Day to the first to name … 

 The owners of the huge grins, 
 The location, and … 
 The sail number and location of “Shut the Duck Up” today? 

Answers on the forum please (www.voy.com/220832/) 

(Second prize - two butterfly cakes) 

----------------------- o0o ----------------------- 

http://www.mkweb.co.uk/accommodation
http://www.havershamsc.co.uk/
mailto:boat@havershamsc.co.uk
http://www.voy.com/220832/
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Lightning 368 Open Meeting 

Hillingdon Outdoor Activity Centre, Middlesex 

Sunday 21st March 2010 

Format: 3 Races, 2 to count.  

Timing: Gates open from 09h00 - Briefing at 10h30 

 1st Race at 11h00  

Entry fee:  £ 5.00 

Easy access and good parking.  Soup, bread and hot drinks provided, 
but please note that there is no other food available on site.  

All boats must be insured and buoyancy aids must be worn. 

Location: The Centre is about 4 miles from the M25/M40 junction. 

Directions: Leave the M25 at junction 16 on to the M40 East towards London.  

 Take the second exit after the M25 at Swakeleys Roundabout (sign-
posted Ickenham).   

 Turn left off the roundabout towards Ickenham and Harefield.  

 Turn left off the next roundabout towards Harefield along Harvil 
Road.  

 Turn left about 300 yards after the railway bridge, the turn is 
signposted.  

 There is a map which can be found under “information” at 
www.hoac.net 

Contact : Before the day:  Danny Williams 01 895 823 369 or 
dkwilliams@toucansurf.com 

 On the day: HOAC 01 895 824 171 

 

----------------------- o0o ----------------------- 

 

 

 

 

Lightning 368 Open Meeting 

Weston SC, Southampton 

Saturday 17th / Sunday 18th April 2010 

Format: 6 Races, 4 to count.  

Timing: Briefing at 10h30 - 1st Race to follow.   

 Three races per day - all back-to-back. 

Entry fee: £ 25.00 

 Camping is available in the field adjacent to the Clubhouse. 

 The entry fee includes an evening meal on Saturday. 

 The Club will be open on Friday evening for early arrivals.  

 This is a joint Open Meeting with the Supernova and Streaker fleets. 

 All boats must be insured and buoyancy aids must be worn. 

Location: Weston Sailing Club, Abbey Hill, Netley Abbey, Southampton, 
Hampshire, SO31 5FA 

Directions: Exit M27 at Junction 8 – take 3rd exit onto A3024 (Burseldon Road) 
heading to Southampton E. / Hamble.  After 0.6 miles take the 2nd 
exit on the roundabout onto A3025 (Hamble Lane).  Go through 
two roundabouts and turn right at A3025 (Portsmouth Road).  Turn 
left at Grange Road.  Turn right at Victoria Road and continue onto 
Abbey Hill, where you will find the Club on the left. 

Contact : Further details will be posted on the Club website 
www.weston.org.uk 

 Prior to the event: david.machin@lightning368.co.uk 

 

 

----------------------- o0o ----------------------- 

http://www.hoac.net/
mailto:dkwilliams@toucansurf.com
http://www.weston.org.uk/
mailto:david.machin@lightning368.co.uk
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DATE OF NEXT ISSUE 

The next issue of Flash will be published on 25th June.  The deadline for other 

contributed pieces is therefore 20th June and all are most appreciated. 

----------------------- o0o ----------------------- 

MAIN COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

Chairman   Ben Harris - Up River YC 
  email:  ben.harris@lightning368.co.uk 

  Ben is from a long family line of Lightning sailors and can be found at 
the pointy-end of the fleet at Open Meetings.  Ben succeeded 
Dovestone SC‟s Mal Hartland as Chairman in 2008.   

 

Vice Chair  David Machin - Haversham SC 
  email:  david.machin@lightning368.co.uk 

David was dragooned onto the Committee in 2008 whilst 
daydreaming at the AGM.  As if to prove the adage that you shouldn‟t 
volunteer unless willing to take a joke, he now arranges the Open 
Circuit schedule and is Editor of “Flash”. 

Secretary  Caroline Key - West Oxfordshire SC 
  email:  caroline.key@adrianhollier.co.uk 

Caroline is a serial Open Meeting winner and has been a Lightning 
Sailor and Committee member for much longer than she cares to be 
reminded - having sailed at the Lightning‟s original West Oxfordshire 
cradle for ages. 

Treasurer  Sue Thomas - Oxford SC 
  email:  sueshome@ntlworld.co.uk 

  The fact is that the Class Association has been held together over the 
years by the hard work of two people in particular.  Caroline is one 
and Sue is the other.  Sue is an Open Circuit regular, handles all 
membership matters and keeps a firm hand on the purse-strings. 

Measurement John Claridge - Royal Lymington YC 
Committee  email:  john@johnclaridgeboats.com 

 John has updated Mark Giles‟ classic design for the 21st Century.  
Between building the new boats and trying to keep ahead of son 
Robbie at the Opens, John chairs the Measurement Committee; 
working with Ben Harris and former National Champion Mal 
Hartland. 

mailto:ben.harris@lightning368.co.uk
mailto:david.machin@lightning368.co.uk
mailto:caroline.key@adrianhollier.co.uk
mailto:sueshome@ntlworld.co.uk
mailto:john@johnclaridgeboats.com
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