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EDITOR’S NOTE 
by David Machin 

It seems that a huge amount has been happening over 

the three months since the issue of the last edition of 
Flash.  The Open Season is in full swing, with significant 
increases in attendance, and the new website has proved 
to be a big hit thanks to Wayne‟s efforts.   

I‟ve been delighted at the number and quality of 
contributions to this edition; for which many thanks.  I 
can only ask that people continue to share their 
Lightning experiences with the rest of the Association 
and trust that this edition adds to your enjoyment of the 
sailing season. 

 

Please note that a mini-edition of Flash will be issued towards the end of July.  In 
addition to promoting the National Championships, this will include a copy of the 
proposed new Class Rules and Notice of Race for the Travellers‟ Series; so giving people 
the opportunity to read and digest these ahead of debates and votes at the AGM.  

All the best, 
David  

----------------------- o0o ----------------------- 

 
SECRETARY’S NOTE 
by Caroline Key  

Enclosed in this edition of Flash is notice of the 
forthcoming AGM which will be held on the Saturday 
evening of the weekend of the Nationals at Northampton 
Sailing Club.   

It is important to have as many members as possible 
attend this meeting, where your views can be aired on 
how you would like your class to work for you.  If you 
have anything that you would wish to raise at the AGM 
which I have not already listed, please let me know by 
Saturday 14th August 2010. 

 
Best regards, 
Caroline 

 

----------------------- o0o ----------------------- 

CHAIRMAN’S NOTE 

by Ben Harris (LN325) 

Once again I have had a sneak preview of this edition of 

Flash and, at least as long as my memory serves, I think 
that this must be one of the best ever; to that end a big 
thank you to everyone who has contributed, and to 
David for all the hard work in putting it together. 

We are now mid-way through the year and I believe this 
could be regarded as a seminal year for the Lightning and 
the Association; with reasonable numbers at the open 
meetings held to date and at least three new boats on 
order. 

The next open meeting is the Sea Championships and I 
hope there will be another good turn out; now would 
also be a good opportunity to make a quick plug for the 
nationals! 

Finally, for those who have not already visited the new website, this is further evidence 
of the renewed interest in the Class and particularly the discussion forum.  

Please do sign up if you have not already. 

Best regards, 
Ben 

----------------------- o0o ---------------------- 

 

2010 OPEN CIRCUIT SCHEDULE 

Date Club Event 

Sunday 21st March Hillingdon O.A.C. Open Meeting 

 Saturday 10th April Haversham S.C. Training Day 

17th / 18th April Weston S.C. Open Meeting 

Saturday 8th May  Cotswold S.C. Open Meeting 

Saturday 22nd May Oxford S.C. Open Meeting 

Saturday  12th June Dovestone S.C. Northern Championships  

26th / 27th June Royal Lymington Y.C. Sea Championships 

Saturday 17th July Cookham Reach S.C. Southern Championships 

Saturday 7th August Up River Y.C. Training Day 

Sunday 8th August Up River Y.C. Open Meeting 

21st / 22nd August Northampton S.C. National Championships 

Saturday 4th September Dorchester-on-Thames S.C. Open Meeting 

Saturday 25th September Haversham S.C. Inland Championships 

Saturday 6th November West Oxfordshire S.C. Rum & Mince Pies Meeting 
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THE WEBSITE & PROMOTING THE CLASS 
by Wayne Jenner (LN172) 

The last time I was writing something for Flash, the 

Website and Forum were very new.  What a long time 
three months is when you‟re enjoying yourself. The 
Website and Forum already seem an established part of 
Class culture and have become a key part of promoting 
the Class in the wider world. 

Since its launch, the Website has had a few additions, 
including the Boat Register and Clubs Directory.  The 
Register now has over one hundred boats listed, located 
in twenty five clubs, ranging from Pentland Firth Yacht 
Club in the North of Scotland, to the Mayflower Sailing 
Club in Plymouth and most everywhere in between. 

In addition to the Register and Clubs Directory, new pages have been added for 
membership and renewals, a little bit about the Class Committee and John has done a 
piece on buying new and second-hand boats. 

The Forum also got off to a flying start, and in the three months since its launch has over 
two hundred and fifty posts, with thirty four registered users and many more guests 
looking at the site on a regular basis.  Website hits have more than doubled in the three 
months, so another sign of good progress.  

Forgive me, but as a gentle kind of sales pitch, it is very helpful if you register on the 
forum, even if you don't intend to post.  Firstly; a good number of registered users 
promotes the Class to others looking at the Lightning as a possible boat and makes the 
Class look active & current.  Secondly; if, when you do register, you give your club in the 
user information location field, it helps analyse the distribution of the fleet and Class 
activity.  Can I make a plea for all Class Association members to register, even if you 
have no intention of posting?  It really does help promoting our activities.  

Mentioning promotion and publicity, we have been doing quite a lot on that front as 
well.  Lee Bratley has been doing a sterling job on the Yachts & Yachting web site, 
posting almost weekly reports of Opens and other club level Lightning activities.  I 
managed to get a reasonable one page article into DSM (Dinghy Sailing Magazine) in 
their June edition, and Simon, Lee and I are working on trying to get one of the 
magazines to review and test the boat again.  We'll keep plugging away at this and, if 
nothing else, the editors will be hearing about the Lightning 368 again. 

One of the current issues I see as Webmaster is the shortage of second-hand boats 
coming on to the market and we have an almost constant list now of people looking for 
Lightnings.  To try and support this, we have designed a little poster for club notice-
boards; encouraging people who have a Lightning, but no longer want it, to think about 
advertising it on the website.   

Although I have already sent this to twenty five clubs, I would appreciate some help in 

getting these up on even more club notice-boards.  Nothing too fancy; if you can help, 
please print off the copy sent with this edition of Flash and put it up on your Club‟s 
board. 

So what next?  Well, efforts continue to promote the Class in the sailing magazines and 
we have a few more ideas to try on that front.  I'm looking at further website 
development and providing more information for newcomers and prospective members.   

If you have any ideas about the Website or things that would be useful to add, please 
drop me a line.   

And I'm continuing to develop the Forum; over the next month or so I want to look at 
the way we have the Forum and its content organised and make sure it suits most 
people‟s needs.  It developed a bit quicker than I expected and I'm not sure its current 
structure is the most useful for our needs.  Again any thoughts on that gratefully 
received. 

Other than that, I'm trying to do a bit of sailing as well.  Dovestone will be my sixth open 
event.  Every event has been a really enjoyable day out and great fun sailing-wise.  To 
misquote Lee, I'm working hard at being less last right now. 

Wayne 

 

----------------------- o0o ----------------------- 

 

DETAILS OF THE BUILDER 

 
JOHN CLARIDGE COMPOSITES LTD 

(Company Registration No. 3353847) 
 

Sadlers Farm Workshops 
Lower Pennington Lane 

Lymington 
Hampshire SO41 8AL 

 
Telephone:  01 590 674 821 

Email: john@johnclaridgeboats.com 

----------------------- o0o ---------------------- 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of the 

Lightning 368 Class Association which will take place on Saturday 21st August 2010 at 
approx 5 p.m. at Northampton Sailing Club, Pitsford Reservoir, Brixworth, 
Northamptonshire, NN6 9DG  

AGENDA 

1. Apologies for absence 
2. Minutes of the 2009 AGM  
3. Matters Arising 
4. Chairman‟s Report 
5. Secretary‟s Report 
6. Treasurer‟s Report 
7. Election of Chairman 
8. Election of Officers and Committee Members 
9. Advertising / Website 
10. Adoption of New Class Rules 
11. 2011 Open Circuit Venues 
12. Open Circuit Sailing Instructions 
13. What is Flash for? 
14. Any Other Business 

Any Other Business:   

Matters to be discussed under Any Other Business should be notified to the Secretary 
on or before Saturday 14th August 2010.   

Election of Chairman, Vice Chairman, Officers and Committee members:   

Any member wishing to nominate a person for election as an Officer or Committee 
Member should use the form enclosed.   Please note that the nomination requires 
seconding by another member and signing by the nominee in order to be valid, but due 
to the far flung nature of a class we will permit seconding and Nominees signature to be 
on the day, but the nomination must be sent in advance.   Please return the form to the 
Secretary not later than Saturday 14th August 2010. 

----------------------- o0o ----------------------- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BRAVING THE OPEN SCENE 
by Lee Bratley (LN21)  

From my point of view, it's been a blast getting involved 

with the 'scariness' of Open events!  Ginger' is my first 
ever boat (owned her for just over twelve months).  I‟ve 
only been sailing for 18-months and have never actually 
been any good at it either!  But, the new website - and 
the forum - kind of encouraged me to try one of these 
events out.  

So, Oxford saw a very nervous Ginger and I become 
involved in the 'Open Scene', ably supported by the 
lovely Emma (Well, it's her car that has the towbar!!) 

What a brilliant day!  A wonderful group of people, very 
friendly, hugely inclusive, massively helpful and just 

downright great to be honest.  No airs and graces, no egos, just great banter, good fun 
and close, just-this-side-of-ok seriousness of racing.  Brilliant! 

With the memory of a great day fresh in my mind, I joined in at Dovestone too - despite a 
massively bent mast (JC supplied a replacement rig on-site!), loss of a brand new, 'worn 
for ten minutes' £35 pair of sailing shades and sat-nav traumas that saw me pitch up in a 
blokes garden en-route! ... another wonderfully enjoyable day.  The result was 
unimportant on this one, as I sailed with a new rig that was literally thrown 
together simply to get on the water - but I still wasn't last!!!   

Anyway, things are on the up, because rocking up for my own club‟s racing the very next 
day (Manor Park SC, Staffordshire) I realised that I'd become that little more focused - a 
direct result of finally being able to sail against other Lightnings at the Opens.  The 
upshot is that last year‟s mantra of: "Less last" has become "More mid-fleet" - as I 
managed a solid 7th from 21 in the handicap fleet and am now seeing a drastic 
improvement in both results and general sailing skills. 

My club mates are impressed with my improvement, impressed that I'm attending 
Opens and really pleased that I'm having a blast with my sailing! ... and it's directly 
because of taking part in the Open series.  

I'm not going to threaten the top-end anytime soon, but to fine-tune your LN skills and 
have a bloody good time/laugh whilst doing so, there's no better place to be - see you at 
the Nationals!, I'll be the one at the back with a huge grin on my face! 

Lee Bratley - 'Ginger' (LN21) … and Emma (LN101 - 'Sprite') 

----------------------- o0o ----------------------- 
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FIRST TIME AT THE LIGHTNING NATIONALS? 
by Rupert Whelan (LN74) 

Well, I bought my boat (LN74) last June, and as those of you who tuned into a copy of 

Flash last Autumn will know, I went to visit Haversham as my 1st Open Meeting.  
Commitments to teaching Whitefriars‟ Junior Group have limited my attendance at 
Open meetings this year to one very windy day at Cotswold.  Looking at the calendar, 
the next event I can do is…the Nationals. 

Now, I will confess that I am not a complete Nationals virgin.  I‟ve done a few in the 
Firefly over the last 25 years, several Classics National Rallies and even went to 
Northampton with the British Moths a few years ago.  However, I certainly don‟t 
manage to get to one a year, or anything like, so I do get nervous at the thought of 
meeting up with lots of boats at a strange venue.  

Questions that go through my mind … will people talk to me?  Will my sailing skills be 
good enough to cope with a crowded start line?  Will people shout strange rules at me 
on the water, telling me to get out of the way?  Will the host club take the money and 
give nothing back?  Will I have fun? 

 

Photo:  Rupert Mothin‟-it at Northampton S.C. 

My experience in some classes (which will remain un-named, but are not mentioned 
above) is that the answers are, in order, No, No and, Yes, Yes and No … 

But … having met other Lightning sailors, I can guarantee the answer to the first 
question will be Yes.  As a lone Lightning sailor at Whitefriars, I don‟t have any home 
club gang, but I can safely expect to be adopted when I get there by one fleet or another.  
Haversham are especially good at this!  As for sailing skills, there are all levels out there, 
from almost beginners to champions, and I was amazed at Cotswold how gentlemanly 
(or ladylike) the start line was.  No shouting at all!  

As for the rules; yes, there are times when it is important that you have an idea that it is 
you who needs to keep out of the way, but I‟ve found that in the Lightning class they 
tend to be used for safety, rather than one-upmanship!  Though I suspect it is a little 
different at the front of the fleet … 

And so to Northampton SC.  Will they take and give nothing back?  No way!  They are 
one of the friendliest Nationals venues I‟ve been to, and great value for money.  Camping 
on site, room to park the boat by the tent, great breakfasts, an open bar, and friendly 
volunteers.  What more could you want? 

So, will we have fun?  Yes, of course we will!  And the more of us who go, the more fun 
we will have.  So, if you are having doubts about whether the Nationals are for you - 
maybe they are just for the circuit sailors? - doubt no longer, it is a weekend of sailing 
you‟ll enjoy at the time and remember for a long, long time. 

Rupert 

----------------------- o0o ----------------------- 

 

SECONDHAND BOATS 

Secondhand boats are regularly advertised on the Class Association website 

(http://www.lightning368.co.uk/. 

If you have a Lightning for sale then please contact Tracy Hartland - 01 484 514 962 - 
tracy.hartland@hotmail.co.uk 

----------------------- o0o ----------------------- 

 

LIGHTNING 368 POLO-SHIRTS 

We have a stock of stylish class polo-shirts available 

at very reasonable prices.  These handsome fellas are 
sporting class polo-shirts, which are available in royal 
blue or navy blue and in small, medium and 
Supernova-sailor sizes for £10 + P&P.  Please contact 
Caroline Key in the first instance at 
caroline.key@adrianhollier.co.uk to get your hands on 
these bargain buys - how can you resist? 

http://www.lightning368.co.uk/
mailto:tracy.hartland@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:caroline.key@lightning368.co.uk
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SEA CHAMPIONSHIPS – 26th & 27th June 2010 

This two day event will be held at the Royal Lymington Yacht Club, which is located on 

the river front, to the south east of the town centre.  The club‟s general NoR can be 
found at www.rlymyc.org.uk/Racing/Racing and by the time Flash lands in your in-box 
or doormat then an event specific Notice of Race will, no doubt, be available on the same 
site.  In the meantime, the following information has been kindly provided by John and 
Midori Claridge. 

Sailing:  Depending on conditions sailing will take place in the river Lymington or on 
the Western Solent.  If you go to the link below, on the bottom right hand side, there are 
links to charts of Lymington river. We normally use Lymington inshore marks for 
dinghies, depending on the tide and wind, either west or east side of the channel.  The 
tide in the Solent is very strong, so people need to check it before the race (should be in 
the race instructions).  Also the Isle of Wight ferry has right way in the river and causes 
a big wind shadow so try not get downwind of it.  We hope to have a support boat for 
spectators and carrying lunches, weather permitting. 

Club Facilities:  There is plenty of car parking by the Club, but a charge is applied.  
Some parking is available in the street nearby, but it is normally very busy.  Alternatively 
John Claridge has offered parking at his home, see details below.  The Club is well 
equipped for everything else and more details are available on their website. 

Camping and Accommodation:  John has recommended B&B at one of their friends - 
B&B Wendy Crouch, 49 Haglane Copse, SO41 8DG Pennington - Telephone 01 590 677 
505.  Camping is available using this link: www.hurstviewleisure.co.uk/open-camp.  
Alternatively John and Midori have very kindly offered camping in their garden or a 
space on their lounge floor.  If you want to take John up on this offer, please email John 
at john@johnclaridgeboats.com.  Further information about Lymington town and the 
surrounding area is available here:  www.lymington.org/ 

Directions:  Avoid going through Lyndhurst from Cadnam (J1 M27), as the traffic is 
always very bad at the peak times.  The best route is to come off at Southampton (J3) to 
M271 then follow A35 to Lyndhurst then A337 to Brockenhurst.  Once in Lymington 
don't go to the High Street, carry on towards New Milton and Christchurch.  Follow 
Southampton Rd, then into Stanford Hill, at the top of the Stanford Hill at the 
roundabout take first exit into Ridgeway Lane.  Then first turning into Rookes Lane, at 
the roundabout take the exit to All Saints Rd, then into Stanley Rd and you will be in 
the sailing club car park.  A town centre map can be found here: 
http://www.lymington.org/lymingtontown.html 

 

----------------------- o0o ----------------------- 

 
 
 

“NATIONALS VETERAN” … it’s not an age thing 
by Caroline Key 

Some ten years ago I eagerly attended my first National Championship at Grafham 

Sailing Club having just purchased my first Lightning (LN89) four weeks earlier.  I went 
in straight at the deep end as it was also my first Lightning event and the best way to 
learn and improve which is every sailor‟s goal. Although I had attended other big open 
events, these had been at the sharp end of a Wayfarer and not from the end with the 
wiggling stick at the back.  The racing was close, tactical but above friendly and 
enjoyable, I absolutely loved it.  Everyone was so helpful and friendly off the water with 
tips to little me, new to the fleet at the time and by the prize giving at the end of the 
weekend I felt part of the fleet.  Always set your goals for the event your taking part in 
whether it‟s finishing all the races in a Force 7 breeze without a capsize or winning that 
„BIG‟ event. 

The Nationals is a great opportunity to meet up with other Lightning sailors from all 
over the country.  It‟s like a family reunion.  You don‟t have to be an experienced sailor to 
enter, all abilities are welcome and there is always someone on hand to give advice, even 
to us “Veteran National Sailors”.  As Rupert has mentioned in his report, Northampton 
Sailing Club is a very friendly club, great big water to sail on, camping free of charge and 
good food.  It offers excellent value for money. 

So wherever you sail, be it sea, lake or river, come along and join in the fun and 
experience of the Nationals and other regional events throughout the year. 

----------------------- o0o ----------------------- 

http://www.rlymyc.org.uk/Racing/Racing
http://www.hurstviewleisure.co.uk/open-camp
mailto:john@johnclaridgeboats.com
http://www.lymington.org/
http://www.lymington.org/lymingtontown.html


Page 7 of 17 

2011 OPEN CIRCUIT 
by David Machin 

Although the 2009/2010 season has just reached its half-way mark, it‟s not too early to 

start thinking about next year‟s events and I‟d like to survey the membership as to what 
it wants.  What I‟ll do is set up on the Forum (www.lightning368.co.uk/) a new topic to 
collate ideas and opinions so that, when we get to the AGM in August, the committee 
has some idea of everybody‟s preferences and aspirations for the circuit.  Our open 
meeting attendances are clearly improving this year, but we need to take advantage of 
this momentum and continue to grow. 

A few aids are spread around the page to inform the debate.  The map shows you the 
general home location of the membership, the list shows the distribution of members by 
club and the table shows how Open turnouts have evolved over the last three seasons.   

To get things started (and playing devil‟s advocate with some of the subjects) what do 
you think about the following? 

 Is twelve events enough … or, for that matter, too many?  In recent years we‟ve had 
ten events and tried to avoid weekends when we know there are members with 
other events (e.g.- Solstice, NW Norfolk Week, Southport 24-hr race, etc. … and it 
was a blessing when the this year‟s Sea Championships were moved and so avoided 
clashing with the World Cup final) … and do you prefer Saturday events or 
Sunday? … and do we have the right balance in terms of the type of water (sea, 
estuary, large lakes, small lakes, rivers, etc.)? 

 Should the Nationals, Northerns, Southerns, Inlands and Sea Championships be 
held at big, prestige clubs regardless of whether they have a Lightning fleet, with 
the aim of spreading word of the class outside its current base? … or should they be 
held at clubs with large Lightning fleets to (hopefully!) guarantee large turnouts?  If 

you prefer the latter, then how 
much (if at all) are you willing 
to compromise the quality of 
the water (smaller lakes, trees, 
river events, etc.)?   

 Where do you want the 
Nationals to be held?  We‟re 
going back to Northampton 
this year largely because they 
held a good event last year and, 
me being new to the role, it 
was easy to arrange.  But 
should we move back to our 
centre of geographical gravity? 
… and is five races enough for 
our prestige event? 

 Is there the appetite for a Winter Championships?   We have one winter-ish Open 
and then cram the others into the summer.  Do enough venture out in the winter to 
make such an event worthwhile? 

 Do you like the shared Opens with the Supernovas?  This is a very friendly crowd 
and sharing Opens helps keep down costs and emphasises our joint Giles heritage 
… but does it dilute our identity as an individual class?   

 And what about sharing with classes other than the Supernova?  We had enquiries 
from both the Streakers and British Moths this year, but we already had the 
backbone of the season sorted and so they were a little too late. 

Club No.

West Oxon SC 9

Haversham SC 8

Dovestone SC 5

Hill ingdon OAC 5

Shirehampton SC 4

Up River YC 4

Cookham Reach SC 3

Evesham SC 3

Oxford SC 3

Royal Lymington YC 3

Weir Wood SC 3

Cotswold SC 2

Fishers Green SC 2

Herts County SC 2

Littleton SC 2

Abbey SC 1

Bolton SC 1

Bough Beech SC 1

Bristol Avon SC 1

Burghfield SC 1

Burnham Overy YC 1

Dorchester SC 1

Durleigh SC 1

Fishguard Bay 1

Grafham Water SC 1

Kingsmead SC 1

Lil l iput SC 1

Loch Venachar SC 1

Manor Park SC 1

Mid-Warks YC 1

Padstow SC 1

Pennine SC 1

Portishead YC 1

Priory SC 1

Roy. Plym. Corinthian 1

Royal Western YC 1

South Bank 1

Spinnaker SC 1

Stewartby SC 1

Wakefield SC 1

Whitefriars SC 1

no allegiance stated 3

Season >

Event Hom Vis Total δ

Nationals 19 21 17

Sea Champs 6 8 7

Bolton 9 10 6 - - -

Cookham Reach 16 12 18

Cotswold 10 5 9 4 11 15 67%

Dorchester - - -

Dovestone 11 13 9 7 7 14 56%

Haversham 26 16 19

Hillingdon 21 17 12 7 10 17 42%

Oxford Nats ?? 14 1 10 11 -21%

Up River - - -

West Oxon 13 ?? 12 7 10 17 42%

Weston - - - 0 5 5

TOTAL 131 123

AVERAGE 15 12 4 9 13

2006 

2007

2007 

2008

2008 

2009

advise any mistakes to david.machin@lightning368.co.uk

δ = year-on-year change.  Please feel free to fill in the gaps or

4 September

25 September

8 August

2009 / 2010

21/22 August

26/27 June

17 July

http://www.lightning368.co.uk/
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 Can / should we support a second Open in the North?  Bolton missed out this year 
because of water-level problems on their reservoir.  Should we go back?   

 Should we go back to Weston?  Can / should we support a second sea-based or a 
second Solent-based event?  If so, then what is your preferred format?  This year‟s 
Weston event was over two days in April, with camping, good food and the 
Supernovas for company … but only five helms took part. 

 Do the current venues want our events enough?  Hosting an event is a big deal for 
many clubs.  Safety boats, race officers, galley services all have to be arranged, but it 
has to be said that getting Notices of Race has proved difficult in some cases; to the 
point of wondering whether scheduled events will go ahead (though remember: I‟m 
a fretter!).  So do the current venues need a shake up? 

 Oh, and if we do want to shake up the current venues, then who do we try to add 
to the circuit … and who do we drop if the circuit is not expanded? 

PLEASE remember the devil‟s advocate bit!  All comments are welcome and encouraged. 

----------------------- o0o ----------------------- 

 
HAVERSHAM SC LIGHTNING / SUPERNOVA FEST 
Saturday 29th May 2010 - by Ann Miles (Gull 2603) 

First of all, what a fantastic fund raising effort for the children who are on their way to 
represent MK & North Bucks at the National Schools‟ Sailing Championships which are 
to be held at Datchet later this summer. 

A total of £100 was raised from entry fees, sale of “Eric”, a rum punch created in honour 
of the late Eric Hine, and a donation of £20 from Mike Gibson.   A word about Mike; an 
honorary member of the Supernova Fleet he took all the prizes on the day.  Just as well 
that he is “a bloody nice bloke” (Steve Swain, 2010). 

A total of eight Lightnings and seventeen Supernovas took part on the day.  The 
youngest competitor was Fraser Goodwin in a Lightning.  Big brother Alistair, in the 
oldest Lightning on the water, gave the fleet a run for their money.  Ash Farmer and 
Alastair fought hard in the Lightning races.  Ash took the final prize in spite of being 
beaten by Alistair in the 3rd and final race.  Watch out next year Ash:  Alistair will be a 
year older and will be after the alcohol prize, not the Lucozade.  Fraser, for his part, won 
a Red Bull and was very disappointed to discover it wasn‟t alcoholic! 

The final race of the day was the Pursuit Race for which the Race Officer (and Lightning 
Trainer General) Mike Ewart decided on the starting places, with 12 minutes between 
the slowest Lightnings and Mike Gibson!  HSC Commodore, Barrie Lyman wishes to 
state that he “would have been a contender but for an unfortunate gybe and a slow-
motion capsize”, and although “Bruce” Howett got past him it “wasn‟t for long”.  This 
race was won by new member Patrick Rohart in a Supernova.  He promptly donated six 
bottles of Normandy Cider which were consumed, post race, within the hour. 

There was a positive proliferation of prizes following all this excitement.  Spot prizes were 
awarded by Mike Ewart for various categories; including to Lightning sailors Serena 
Stewardson, for Most Spectacular Capsize, and youngsters Alastair, Fraser and Jennie 
Miles.   

----------------------- o0o ----------------------- 
 

2009/2010 TRAVELLERS’ SERIES 

Congratulations to Mal Hartland of Dovestone SC, who recently became the first of the 
Class‟ 2009/2010 Champions when he won the Northern Championships in emphatic 
style at his home club. 

The 2009/2010 Travellers‟ Series is evolving nicely after six events, with John Claridge, 
Caroline Key and Paul White establishing an early and tight battle at the head of the 
table.  But, with 23 races still to run over six events and only nine races required to count 
in the series, there is plenty of time for any helm to make his or her mark. 

Turnouts at West Oxfordshire, Hillingdon, Cotswold and Dovestone were all well up on 
last year‟s figures, with a number of new faces … and old faces returning … to the circuit.  
Open meeting average attendance is already up on last year and, with events at clubs 
with big home fleets and the Nationals still to come, is it too soon to say that we‟re well 
on target for a bumper year?   

Anyhow, “Fair Play!” to both the travellers and all at the organising clubs of the events to 
date. 

2009/2010 Travellers’ Series Standings after Six Events: the “Top Ten” 

Pos Sail Helm Club Nett 
Races 
Sailed 

1st  402 CLARIDGE John Royal Lymington YC 13 21 

2nd  400 KEY Caroline West Oxfordshire SC 14 21 

3rd  44 WHITE Paul Haversham SC 15 9 

4th  230 SPENCER Hugh Royal Plymouth Corinthian YC 25 15 

5th  236 STYLES Adam Evesham SC 36 12 

6th  172 JENNER Wayne West Oxfordshire SC 52 21 

7th  292 STYLES Simon Evesham SC 52 12 

8th  263 JACKS Tony Evesham SC 80 9 

9th  90 NELSON Graham Ouse Amateur SC 83 9 

10th  370 HARTLAND Mal Dovestone SC 151 6 

Full results of each Open Meeting and the full Travellers‟ Series standings can be found 
at www.lightning368.co.uk /. 
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GEMS FROM THE FORUM 

The forum has thrown up a number of gem postings.  I could have picked any number of 

Lee Bratley‟s fabulous posts, but have chosen this from Chris Hill, aka “FarNorth”, to 
illustrate the sort of thing to be found there.  So: Sign Up!!! 

Sailing in the North Atlantic - by FarNorth » Tue Apr 20, 2010 10:26 pm  

Well not quite.  Although technically the coast line is the 
North Atlantic, I won‟t be venturing out of Thurso Bay any 
time soon.  I recently added my boat to the register and was 
asked to join the forum and let others know what it's like 
sailing a Lightning here in sunny Scotland. 

Sunday was the first sailing day at the new club, the Pentland 
Firth Yacht club.  The weather was sunny and warm with a 
force 4 or 5 from the north.  The first thing I had to do was to 
take my boat down to the club, as I had only dragged it up 
from Reading on Easter Sunday.  Having put the mast together 
and give the boat the once over, it was time to set the sail and 
hit the water.  

Three of us headed out, two Lasers and myself, to where the guard boat was stationed.  
A third Laser joined us on the water a bit later.  The day was to be a relaxed 'welcome 
back' sail.  A bit of follow my leader and a one lap race or two.  The marks for the coarse 
have to be place well away from the entrance to Scrabster harbour and this puts them 
where the cliffs and harbour defences have little or no effect.  The Lightning was coping 
with the conditions better than I was.  It was less of trying to sail well and more like 
trying to stay with the boat.  Having only sailed on a small tree lined lake, with the 
exception of the Oxford open last year; this was all new to me.  The broad reach out to 
the mark seemed to take forever and from the streaming flow off the transom, I was 
motoring.  Not that I was keeping up with the Lasers.  The closer to the mark I got the 
larger the wave became.  Newquay is a well known surfer spot in England, but you have 
not seen anything until you visit Thurso.  Across the water at Thurso East, the O'Neil 
Cold Water Surfing Championship was being held.   

Try to imagine, you haven't been on the water for over six months, your having to deal 
with tides and waves for the first time.  Not only that but all your seeing is sky, water, 
sky, water and the occasional view of a Laser‟s sail.  The surfing web sites 
(magicseaweed.com) put the swell at 9 foot plus.  Doesn't sound a lot I know, but try 
sitting on the floor and look up the wall of your average house.  Although I had made it 
out to the mark and made a few passes, as a first timer and a believer that 'caution is the 
better part of valour, I headed back to the relative safety of the waters closer to the 
beach and harbour wall.  I say safer, but I still went for a swim.   

There's a lot of new stuff to take in when you first start to sail on the ocean.  Surf, tide, 
waves, fishing boats, lobster pot markers, Seals.  Having said all that, it was still fun and 
I cannot wait until Sunday and more sailing.  

Update From FarNorth » Sat Jun 05, 2010 8:28 pm  

I have been sailing both the big and short (Novice) courses, Sundays and Thursday 
evenings respectively.  There have not been swells as large as that first sail, but I have 
had to take the „better part of valour‟ route again and headed to the protection of the 
harbour wall.  I‟ve been for a swim on at least two more occasions and my capsize 
recovery has improved. As for the other aspects of sailing, well I can only say FUN, FUN, 
FUN, even if I am jostling for last place with a Laser.  Well jostling on corrected time, as 
I am on my own for most of the race. 

Today, Saturday 5th June, was coaching / instruction for us novices.  There are a couple 
of areas that I need to work on and hopefully I will be closer to the rest of the fleet next 
time out, or at least by the end of the summer. 

A little about me.  I took up sailing after a taster with the Civil Service Sailing 
Association at Haversham in 2005.  Sailed as often as I could from then on.  Took and 
passed the RYA level at Oxford Sailing Club, Farmoor, May 2006.  After a change of job 
and home move, I sailed a Mermaid at the Island Sailing Club Reading.  This is where I 
first saw a Lightning 368.  Wanting something a bit more challenging than the Mermaid 
and not really liking the Laser, I brought the Lightning August 2008 from a guy who had 
lost confidence in sailing.  I joined the Lightning 368 association at the Dinghy Show 
2009 with the intention of making as many meets as I could, plus the training day.  Due 
to a cycling accident, I was out of sailing for the spring.  Then to top off a bad start to the 
year, my then employer announced the withdrawal from the UK.  Fortunately for me a 
friend had heard of a job which I eventually got, but with another move this time to the 
far north of mainland UK.  Any further north and I would have had to take the ferry to 
the Orkney‟s. 

----------------------- o0o ----------------------- 

 

http://www.lightning368.co.uk/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?f=7&t=26&p=119#p119
http://www.lightning368.co.uk/phpBB3/memberlist.php?mode=viewprofile&u=74
http://www.lightning368.co.uk/phpBB3/viewtopic.php?f=7&t=47#p296


Page 10 of 17 

FLASH MAGAZINE - WHAT IS IT FOR? 
by David Machin 

This is another piece with an element of devil‟s advocacy to it.  It revolves around how 

we communicate with each other with the advent of a really good website (complete 
with genius Webmaster!) and whether we need a quarterly newsletter now and, if we 
do, what it is to contain.  This came to me as I was collating this edition.  My usual call 
for contributions has produced a healthy response and these, plus the Race Reports and 
Notices, have led to a rather large edition.  This, combined with the fact that nearly a 
quarter of the membership have asked that they receive a paper copy of Flash, means 
that we have rather compromised the objective of the email edition.  Flash used to be 
eight or twelve black-and-white pages sent to each of the 80-100 members.  We have to 
ask whether it‟s sustainable to send to the 20-odd members requesting paper copies a 
now 30-odd page colour edition … a good proportion of which is the race reports and 
notices that appear on the website anyway.   

So: what to do?  We have a number of choices (again: remember the devil‟s advocate) 
and, of course, the whole point of this piece is to encourage members to air their own 
views: 

 Reduce the content of Flash to the specially contributed pieces, plus the Travellers‟ 
Series summary and Committee Notices (like that for the AGM in this edition).  The 
Race Reports are on both the Y&Y website and the Class site, complete with ace photo 
slide shows, and Flash would then be returned to a more manageable size that would 
not be too expensive to have printed.  

 Bin the paper copies.  Why should the majority subsidise a significant minority?  
Again, all the arguments about access to a computer apply here and, if you really want a 
paper copy then you‟re free to print it off at your leisure. 

 Or bin the e-version!  But the paper copy is tactile, a keepsake isn‟t it?  Quite right, but 
20 (or 100) x 30-plus page colour paper copies may not be sustainable, unless … 

 We assess the cost of returning to an all-paper Flash and increase the annual subs to 
cover it (ouch!) … 

 Or bin Flash all together!  Who doesn‟t have access to a computer these days?  The 
usually excellent one-off pieces contributed each quarter can always be posted on the 
website … maybe in a Members‟ only area? 

Well, these are a few options.  I‟m sure there are more and I‟ll again set up a topic on the 
website forum (www.lightning368.co.uk/) to gather views ahead of the AGM. 

Crikey, there‟s going to be plenty to discuss at Northampton … have you set aside that 
weekend for the trip? 

All the best, David 
 

----------------------- o0o ----------------------- 

LIGHTNING 368 OPEN MEETING AT HILLINGDON O.A.C. 
Sunday 21st March 2010 - by Danny Williams 

Seventeen boats including 10 visitors attended the first Lightning event of the year. We 

were fortunate to have a fine spring day with a light south westerly wind which 
provided for enjoyable racing.  The first race saw Caroline Key of West Oxford taking 
the lead during the first lap which she maintained throughout to win by a comfortable 
margin, Adam Styles of Evesham SC was second and John Claridge of Royal Lymington 
YC was third. 

In the second race Caroline was again first to the windward mark followed by Bernie 
Banks and David Tiney both of Hillingdon. During the second lap John worked his way 
through the fleet to lead with Caroline second and David some way back in third. John 
and Caroline continued to contest the lead which John eventually won with Caroline 
second and David third with Calvin Merry of Hillingdon fourth.   

In the final race Calvin got away from the fleet to establish a good lead with Hugh 
Spencer of Royal Plymouth Corinthian second and David third. On the second lap 
Calvin maintained his lead with Hugh close behind in second. On the final lap Calvin 
extended his lead to finish first with David having overtaken Hugh finishing second 
with Hugh third and John fourth. 

Overall Result: 

1st Caroline Key (LN400) West Oxfordshire SC 
2nd  John Claridge (LN402) Royal Lymington YC 
3rd  Calvin Merry (LN193) Hillingdon OAC 
4th David Tiney (LN331) Hillingdon OAC 
5th Adam Styles (LN236) Evesham SC 
6th   Hugh Spencer (LN230) Royal Plymouth Corinthian YC 

http://www.lightning368.co.uk/
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CLASS TRAINING DAY AT HAVERSHAM S.C. 
Saturday 10th April 2010 - by Wayne Jenner (LN172) 

The first of this year's Class specific training days took place at Haversham Sailing 

Club, near Milton Keynes.  Fifteen boats took part in what proved to be a very useful 
and informative day.  On a sunny spring Saturday morning the training session started 
with a briefing about Class specific boat set-up and general control settings.  Following 
the general briefing individual boat rigging and set-up advice was provided by the 
instructors looking at each boat and its rig in turn, before the fleet took to the water. I 
think this was the first time I have actually understood how to properly adjust the rig on 
a Lightning and if nothing else will remember:- 

 Downhaul adjusts the top 1/3 of the sail - pull on to de-power the top of the rig. 

 Outhaul adjusts the bottom 1/3 of the sail - pull on to flatten the sail and de-power the 
lower part of the rig.  Release to a full hand-span to power up the rig. 

 Kicker adjusts the middle of the sail - pull on to flatten the middle of the sail and de-
power the centre of the sail.  Release to power up the rig.  

 Both the downhaul and the kicker bend the mast - the kicker more so - which when 
pulled on together, can flatten a big area of the sail.  If still not de-powered enough then 
ease the main sheet and spill some wind.    

 De-power the rig starting at the top, to reduce the leverage of the sail to prevent over 
hiking, therefore downhaul first, then kicker, then outhaul.  

There was a lot more for those with more expertise, but by this time my memory buffer 
was full. 

So then onto the water to practice the first lesson of the day, tacking, rolling tacking and 
gybe practice.  Winds were very light and shifting, but provided a good training 
environment, with lots of personal advice and tuition on boat handling and rig settings.  
With all the boats strung out in the line, Haversham Lake seemed to shrink to just fifty 
metres wide, as the line tacked up the lake on each whistle. In the light winds 
maintaining boat speed was the key to success.  Gybing back and setting up for the run, 
we ran through centreboard use and controlling the sail through the gybe - the novel 
concept of gybing when you wanted to, not when the boat decided too. Then it was a 
case of “do it all again” which we did, with much help and encouragement from the 
instructor team. 

After hearty lunch provided by Haversham SC, with much chat and banter about our 
morning's activities, we completed a short review and briefed for the afternoon session 
on starting techniques.  And yes, I remember that bit too - position, timing, speed - any 
two out of the tree is good, all three and you have a perfect start!!!  The winds picked up 
a little and we were again on the water, to what we had covered in the briefing.  A short 
race circuit was set up and off we went, on a countdown of 3, 2, 1 minutes and go.  The 
total confusion of the first couple of starts was slowly replaced by a quite orderly 
procession, as everyone got the hang of it and some fun short racing took place, albeit 
not too seriously.  After a long day on the water, things were brought to a close with an 
excellent tea and debriefing session. I am sure everyone found the whole day enjoyable 
and extremely informative, with excellent instruction and lots of helpful advice 
throughout.  Many thanks go to Haversham Sailing Club for organising and hosting the 
day, to Netty Garrett‟s galley for the excellent food and of course to the instructors Mike 
Ewart and Barry Winter, who's advice and support was invaluable. 

 

----------------------- o0o ----------------------- 

 

TRAVELLERS’ SERIES – NoR / SAILING INSTRUCTIONS 

At some point of the Class‟ history, there must have been a discussion and rules 

formulated and agreed on what the format for the Travellers‟ Series should be.  We 
know that we have the Nationals; the Northerns and Southerns; the Inland and Sea 
Championships … and even (at one point) a Scottish Championships.  We know that we 
have around a dozen meetings a year and that a helm‟s nine best results count toward 
the Travellers‟ Series … but I‟ve yet to see this written down. 

With the number of travellers increasing, I can see the benefit of having the series rules 
written down and open to inspection on the website … especially if (like last year) we 
have a very close result.   

So, I propose to write a Notice of Race based upon the known principles of the series 
and that they be voted on at the AGM at Northampton.  If we can find the existing rules 
then so much the better; we can vote to revalidate them. 
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LIGHTNING 368 OPEN AT WESTON S.C. 
17th & 18th April 2010 - by Caroline Key 

Five Lightnings joined the Supernova Fleet and Streakers for a joint open meeting at 

Weston Sailing Club on Southampton water.  Day one brought sunshine and a gently 
south easterly wind which brought in the sea breeze of between 8 and 12 knots.  Sailing 
a trapezoid course of 3 laps on the Southampton side.  

Race 1 got underway with Paul White in number 44, a new member to the ever 
increasing fleet of Haversham, was first to the windward mark with Hugh Spencer, 230 
from Royal Plymouth Corinthian YC 2nd, Caroline Key, 400 from West Oxfordshire 
Sailing Club, closely followed by John Claridge 402 from Royal Lymington YC and 
Wayne Jenner 172, sailing his first sea event.  John passed Caroline on the reach and then 
passed Hugh on the downwind leg. Paul extended his lead from the pack finishing 1st, 
John 2nd, Hugh 3rd, Caroline 4th and Wayne 5th.  

With only two Streakers attending, it was decided to start the seven of us together for 
the remainder of the races.  John was 1st to the windward mark with Paul 2nd, Hugh 3rd, 
Caroline 4th and Wayne 5th.  The places remained the same until the last downwind leg 
when Paul stole the lead from John to finish 1st with John 2nd.  

Race 3 was quickly underway, with John 1st again to the windward mark closely 
followed by Paul and the rest of the fleet.  This time John was able to keep and extend 
his lead for the whole race with Paul 2nd, Hugh 3rd, Caroline 4th and Wayne 5th.  

After enjoying the rest of the afternoon sunshine, an evening meal was an excellent curry 
provided by the local curry house, with plenty of beer, or in some case an early night‟s 
sleep. 

Day two we were welcomed once again with wall to wall sunshine.  The wind direction 
had switched 180 degrees now coming from the south west.  After a delayed start we 
were on the water at 1pm, this time sailing on the Hamble side with a 2 lap trapezoid 
course.  With the lighter winds, Caroline was 1st to the windward mark closely followed 
by John.  These two pulled away from the rest of the fleet, with Caroline winning the 
race, John 2nd, Paul 3rd, Wayne came through in 4th after Hugh had a penalty turn after 
misjudging the windward mark, coming in 5th. 

In race 2 with the wind increasing to the promised 10 knots, Paul was 1st to the 
windward mark, with John 2nd, Hugh 3rd, Caroline, then Wayne.  Hugh overtook John 
on the downwind leg, finishing 2nd.  

The final race of 3 laps, with the constant wind, John took off into the distance, with a 
close battle for 2nd, 3rd and 4th between, Paul, Hugh and Caroline, and Wayne at the rear.  
Caroline never quite had the speed to pass Hugh, but was closing in on him.  1st John, 
Paul 2nd, then Hugh, Caroline and Wayne. 

An enjoyable weekend was had by all, bags of sunshine, a nice amount of wind, free 
camping.  We were all made to feel very welcome by Weston Sailing Club and invited to 
go there again, which we will look certainly look to do in the future. 

Overall Result: 

1st Paul White (LN44) Haversham SC 
2nd John Claridge (LN402) Royal Lymington YC 
3rd Hugh Spencer (LN230) Royal Plymouth Corinthian YC 
4th Caroline Key (LN400) West Oxfordshire SC 
5th  Wayne Jenner (LN172) West Oxfordshire SC  

----------------------- o0o ----------------------- 
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LIGHTNING 368 OPEN AT COTSWOLD S.C. 
Saturday 8th May 2010 - by Andrew Young (LN328) 

The day was overcast and drizzly, with a bitterly cold NE wind, Force 3 to 4.  Strong 

gusts from unexpected directions made conditions testing for competitors, but livened 
the day for spectators!  Capsizes were the order of the day for most sailors and the safety 
boat crews were kept busy all day.  Race Officer for the day was Gavin Young, a former 
successful Lightning and Supernova sailor, with Cotswold SC Sailing's Sec. Nathan 
Kurton‟s able assistance.  Eleven visitors joined four from the home club; our best 
attendance for a good few years at this joint meeting with the Supernova fleet, which 
only numbered eighteen this year. 

After a clean start, Adam Styles led round the windward mark, followed by John 
Claridge and Rupert Whelan, then Paul White, Caroline Key and Hugh Spencer.  There 
were only minor changes during the next lap, but by lap 3, Caroline had taken the lead, 
with Adam and John relegated to 4th and 5th behind Paul and Rupert.  Caroline 
retained her lead to the finish after four gruelling laps.  John regained second place, but 
Adam slipped back to finish fifth.  Rupert got ahead of Paul after lap one and stayed 
there to finish third, with Paul fourth.  Hugh Spencer, having been passed by Bob Hills 
early in the race, pipped him at the line to finish sixth.  Two helms didn‟t finish. 

Lunch was the usual Cotswold feast in the warm.  Much appreciated respite from the 
cold wind which showed no sign of relenting. Even so, fourteen helms lined up for the 
second start and a new course.  (I didn‟t have a dry suit!)  Hugh led off with John second 
at the end of the first lap; then came Paul, Rupert and Graham Nelson. Adam came next 
with Dad Simon behind.  As in the first race, the leading six kept ahead of the fleet, 
swapping places and finishing after 4 laps with Paul working up to first place, ahead of 
John.  Hugh slipped back to third and Rupert maintained fourth throughout.  Adam 
swapped places with Graham to finish fifth. Simon remained seventh throughout.  

Caroline had a bad start.  Her luck did not improve and from being first, she finished last 
(eleventh). Three helms didn‟t finish.  

The third race was sailed back-to-back to the same course.  After two races, five of the 
first six highest scorers could possibly win the day.  The eleven boats still with masts 
pointing upwards started with John leading until the last (fourth) lap.  Paul and Rupert 
swapped places several times, but Paul finally pushed ahead to finish first ahead of John 
(three second places) and Rupert in third.  Adam was fourth, having gained two or three 
places each lap from a poor start.  Simon put in another consistent performance in fifth 
place throughout.  Hugh slipped back from fourth in the first half of the race to finish 
sixth.  Caroline‟s bad luck continued.  She was one of Adam‟s victims earlier on and then 
had a very long capsize, resulting in her retirement.  There were ten finishers – a sterling 
performance. 

Overall Result:  

1st Paul White (LN44)  Haversham SC 
2nd John Claridge (LN402)  Royal Lymington YC 
3rd  Rupert Whelan (LN74) Whitefriars SC 
4th Hugh Spencer (LN230) Royal Plymouth Corinthian YC 
5th Adam Styles (LN236) Evesham SC 
6th Caroline Key (LN400) West Oxfordshire SC 

After tea and cakes, prizes were presented by Cotswold‟s Commodore Anne Higgins and 
Paul thanked the Race Officers, safety boat crews and galley staff for an excellent day‟s 
sport and food.  The random prize awarded from the Committee boat was presented to 
Caroline, having finished both first and last. 

----------------------- o0o ----------------------- 
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LIGHTNING 368 NORTHERN CHAMPIONSHIPS  
at Dovestone S.C.  - Saturday 12th June 2010 - by Mags Poulton 

The club saw a healthy 14 entries, with some competitors travelling a great distance to 

enter! Winds were light NNW.  In the 1st race Claridge (Royal Lymington) in 402 led 
over the start, closely followed by Hartland (Dovestone), 370. Ranson (Bolton), 110, took 
advantage of an extra breeze to take the lead at the 3rd mark.  By the end of the 1st lap 
Hartland had broken away from the fleet, with Cheetham (Dovestone) 295, sailing 
through the pack to take 2nd place. However, Key (West Oxford) 400 fought back, to 
finish 2nd behind 370. Cheetham 3rd and Walton (Dovestone) 93, finished 4th. 

The wind stayed inconsistent for the 2nd and 3rd races, which were sailed back to back to 
allow watching of the England match.  Hartland crossed the start 1st in race 2, with 
Goddard (Dovestone) 326 in close pursuit.  Goddard went high up the 1st beat to be 1st at 
the windward mark, but in the fickle winds the chasing pack bunched.  A tacking battle 
ensued between Hartland and Key, with Hartland rounding the mark 1st.  Meanwhile 
the Dovestone boats fought hard with Robinson (Dovestone) ending the 1st lap in 5th 
place, making his debut in his recently purchased boat.  During the 2nd lap places 
changed constantly with Walton 93 briefly taking the lead at one point.  Final positions 
end of 2nd race: 370 Hartland 1st; 400 Key 2nd; 402 Claridge 3rd; 340 Finnegan (Dovestone) 
4th. 

The 3rd race saw a change of course which caused some initial confusion, with Claridge 
going the wrong way initially!  Hartland took an early lead but as the wind came and 
went was lying 4th behind Cheetham, Key and Goddard at the end of the 1st lap.  At the 
finish Hartland had fought back to take his 3rd bullet of the day, Goddard 2nd, Key 3rd 
and Cheetham 4th. 

Overall Result: 

1st Mal Hartland (LN370) Dovestone SC 
2nd Caroline Key (LN400) West Oxfordshire SC 
3rd Mark Goddard (LN326) Dovestone SC  
4th  Dave Cheetham (LN295) Dovestone SC 
5th John Claridge (LN402) Royal Lymington YC 
6th Ian Ranson (LN110) Bolton SC 

----------------------- o0o ----------------------- 

 
LIGHTNING 368 OPEN AT OXFORD S.C. 
Saturday 22nd May 2010 - by Mike Brown (LN329) 

A hot sunny day greeted the 11 helms competing in the Lightning Open Meeting on 

Saturday 22nd May.  Wind speeds of 7 to 10 mph held up throughout the day.  Although 
shifty, the mean easterly wind direction remained unchanged for the three races sailed 
over a Trapezoidal course.  

Adam Styles was first to the 
windward mark in Race 1 and held 
the lead until the leeward mark.  John 
Claridge took the lead in the second 
lap and maintained it until the finish 
followed by Caroline Key, Adam 
Styles and Hugh Spencer. 

In the second race, Key led at the end 
of the first lap closely followed by 
Spencer and Claridge.  The lead then 
changed frequently between Key and 
Claridge with Claridge crossing the 
line in first place followed by Key, 
Spencer and Adam Styles. 

Simon Styles reached the windward mark first in the final race but was overtaken by 
Spencer and Claridge before the end of the lap.  Key in seventh place slowly worked her 
way up the fleet gaining four places on the run.  On the final lap Key overtook Spencer 
on the beat to beat him by a few metres with Claridge and Adam Styles finishing 3rd and 
4th. 

Overall Result:  

1st John Claridge (LN402) Royal Lymington YC 
2nd Caroline Key (LN400) West Oxfordshire SC 
3rd Hugh Spencer (LN230) Royal Plymouth Corinthian YC 
4th Adam Styles (LN236) Evesham SC 
5th Simon Styles (LN292) Evesham SC 
6th Mike Brown (LN329) Oxford SC 
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Notice of Race 

Lightning 368 Open Meeting 

Saturday, 17th July 2010 
 Berries Road, Cookham Berks SL6 9SD 
1) Rules:  Races will be governed by the rules as defined in the ISAF Racing Rules of Sailing 

(RRS) 2009-2012, the rules of the Lightning 368 Class, the event Sailing Instructions, and Additional 

Notices. 

2) Eligibility and Entry:  The event is open to boats of the Lightning 368 Class only.  Eligible 

boats shall enter by completing and submitting an entry form and paying the required race fee.  Late 

entries may be accepted at the discretion of the race officer.   

Each boat sailing on the River Thames is required to display a valid Environment Agency Registration 

Licence.  Failure to do so may result in a fine from the Environment Agency.  Licence application 

forms can be downloaded from the website: www.environment-agency.gov.uk. 

3) Fees:   Required fee is £7 for the event.  No refunds for races not sailed.   

  Food and drink will be subject to supplementary charges. 

4) Schedule: Registration: From 09:30, Saturday, 17th July 2010. 

  Race 1: To start no earlier than 11:00, Saturday, 17th July  

  Races 2&3: To be announced by the race officer on the day. 

5) Insurance, Liability & Personal Safety:  All boats shall be insured to a minimum of 

£2,000,000 for third party liability.  Competitors participate at CRSC entirely at their own risk.  CRSC 

accepts no liability for any loss, damage, personal injury or death sustained in conjunction with this 

or any other event.  RRS 4 applies. 

6) Sailing Instructions:  Sailing Instructions will be available no later than the time of 
Registration. 

7) Venue:  Upstream to Bourne End railway bridge, and downstream to Cookham road bridge.  

Competitors are advised to exercise extreme care approaching Cookham road-bridge due to the lock 

and weir beyond. 

8) Course & Mark-Room Zone:  The course shall be a number of laps around two or more 

Marks as detailed in the Sailing Instructions.  RRS 86.1(b): The Mark-Room Zone shall be the area 

around a mark within two hull lengths. 

9) Scoring:  The event comprises two competitions:  

The Southern Championship: Scoring will be in accordance with RRS 90.3, A2, A4: Low Point 
System, with 1 discard if 3 races are sailed, or with no discard if only 1 or 2 races are sailed.  RRS 

44.3 Scoring Penalties will not apply. 

The Derek Bayley Trophy: Scoring will be in accordance with RRS 90.3, A2, A4: Low Point System, 

with all 3 races to count. Trophy will not be awarded if the event comprises less than 3 races.  RRS 

44.3 Scoring Penalties will not apply. 

10) Prizes:  The winner will be presented with a trophy, to be held for approximately one year, 

plus glass goblet or wine. Prizes may also be presented to some lower places, dependent on entry 

level. 

Notes: 1) The speed limit in Berries Road is 10 mph. 

  2) No cars are allowed in the boat park. 
  3) Please rig/de-rig boats in the boat park, not the car park. 

   4)   Smoking is not permitted in any of the club buildings, garage, engine-store or 

 OD box. 

 
 

 
 

 
Notice of Race 

Lightning 368 Open Meeting 
Sunday, 8

th
 August 2010 

First race:  10.30am from the Clubhouse line by the slipway.   

2 races back to back 

 Tea Break 

 Race 3 as soon as possible after 12 noon high tide 

 

The Open meeting will be governed by the rules as defined in The Racing Rules of Sailing (RRS).  Local SI will 
be available during registration 

Fees:  £10.00, Cheques payable to UP River Yacht Club to include tea and cakes at the mid-race break.   

 

Bacon Rolls, Tea & Coffee will be available in the clubhouse from 8am and  

Hot Pies+beans will be served approx. 2.00 (or directly after racing) for additional cost. 

 

Results:  3 races, 2 to count 

 

Saturday 

We will be holding an ‘informal’ training session for those who wish to come down and sample some tidal 
River sailing before the Open Meeting.  Ben Harris, Marcus Ingram, Penny Yarwood and Simon Hopkins will be 

in the Safety Boats to offer advise where needed to those puddle sailors joining us. 

High Tide is 10.55 so we need to be on the water at 10.00 and can sail until approx. 2pm if you don’t mind 
muddy feet getting the boats out. 

The afternoon can be set aside for Boat Bimbling and discussion of the racing rules specific to River racing or 
the more adventurous can sample the delights of Southend-on- Sea. 

 

Saturday Evening 

 Camper Vans are welcome and camping is available on site.  The Bar in club will be open till late. 

We propose an “Eat In” where food will be collected for whichever take-away you fancy. 

 

Please let me know if you intend to come for the 2 days. 

Contact:   
Simon Hopkins  

Mobile: 07 824 428 388 
Email: simon@hopkin1-adsl.demon.co.uk.    

mailto:simon@hopkin1-adsl.demon.co.uk
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NORTHAMPTON SAILING CLUB 

Notice of Lightning 368 National Championships 

At Pitsford Reservoir on Saturday 21
st

 and Sunday 22
nd

 August 2010 

The event will be classified Category “C” in accordance with RRS appendix 1. 

The races will be governed by the Racing Rules of Sailing 2009 – 2012, subsequent amendments 
thereto, and the event supplementary sailing instructions 

Competitors should note that Northampton Sailing Club implements the RYA Racing Charter and that 
they will be required to undertake to sail in compliance with the Charter, which can be found at the 
front of the RYA rule book. 

Conditions of Entry: 

The safety of a boat and her entire management including insurance shall be the sole responsibility 
of the owner/competitor racing the boat, who must ensure that the boat and crew are adequate to 
face the conditions that may arise in the course of the race. Neither the sailing instructions, nor the 
inspection of the boat limits or reduces the absolute responsibility of the owner/competitor for his/her 
crew his/her boat and the management thereof. The race organizers shall not be responsible for any 
loss, damage, death or personal injury however caused to the owner/competitor, his skipper or crew 
as a result of their taking part in the race or races. Moreover, every owner/competitor warrants the 
suitability of his boat for the race or races. 

Entrants in the Lightning 368 National Championships must be members of Lightning 368 Class 
Association at the time of entering. 

Entries or Registration will be accepted on the morning of commencement of the racing from 09.30 
hrs. 

Entry:  £20 (cheques made to “NSC” please) 

Programme: 

Saturday 21
st
 August Sunday August 22

nd
   

Briefing @ 11.00 Race 4 @ 10.00 

Race 1 @ 12.00 Race 5   To Follow Back to 
Back 

 Lunch   

Race 2  To Follow   

Race 3  To Follow   

The Event Supplementary sailing instructions will be available at time of registration. 

For your information:   

On site camping is available but must be booked in advance by calling or emailing the club office. 

Northampton Sailing Club See website for further information: 
Pitsford Reservoir www.northamptonsailingclub.org 
Brixworth, Northants, NN6 9DG 
Tel: 01604 880248 Local Accommodation includes: 
Email: office@northamptonsailingclub.org  
 The Stags Head Maidwell 
 www.stagshead-maidwell.co.uk 
 
 Please note no dogs   Sedgebrook Hall 
 are allowed on site www.sedgebrookhallnorthampton.co.uk 
 

 

Lightning 368 Open Meeting at Dorchester Sailing Club 
Notice of Race 

Saturday 4th September 2010 

1. How to find Dorchester Sailing Club 

Dorchester Sailing Club can be found in the Thames Valley less than half a mile from the 
picturesque village of Dorchester-on-Thames. 

The Club is signposted from the A415 approximately 100 yards from the roundabout 
where the A415 joins the A4074. From the A415, follow the signs to Dorchester and the 
club is approximately 300 yards down on the left hand side.  

Abingdon Road, Dorchester on Thames, near Abingdon, Oxon OX10 7LP 

http://homepages.rya-online.net/dorchester/   Map on website 

2. Sailing Instructions and Byelaws will be available on the day 

3. Gates Open at 9.00 am 

4. Signing on from 10.00 am 

5. Briefing at 11.00am 

6. 3 races to follow with 2 to count towards final result 

7. Racing shall conform to racing rules of sailing 2009-2012. However DSC still uses 
the 2 boat lengths at marks. 

8. All boats entering must be insured. 

9. There will be an entry fee of £10 per person including lunch. 

10. At least the following prizes will be awarded at the end of racing: 1st, 2nd and 
3rd overall 

  

http://www.northamptonsailingclub.org/
mailto:office@northamptonsailingclub.org
http://www.stagshead-maidwell.co.uk/
http://www.sedgebrookhallnorthampton.co.uk/
http://homepages.rya-online.net/dorchester/
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The next issue of Flash will be published on 10th September.  The deadline for other 
contributed pieces is therefore 5th September and all are most appreciated. 

----------------------- o0o ----------------------- 

MAIN COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

Chairman Ben Harris - Up River YC 
ben.harris@lightning368.co.uk 

 Ben is from a long family line of Lightning sailors and can be found at the 
pointy-end of the fleet at Open Meetings.  Ben succeeded Dovestone SC‟s 
Mal Hartland as Chairman in 2008.   

 

Vice Chair David Machin - Haversham SC 
david.machin@lightning368.co.uk 

David was dragooned onto the Committee in 2008 whilst daydreaming at 
the AGM.  As if to prove the adage that you shouldn‟t volunteer unless 
willing to take a joke, he now arranges the Open Circuit schedule and is 
Editor of “Flash”. 

Secretary Caroline Key - West Oxfordshire SC   
caroline.key@adrianhollier.co.uk 

Caroline is a serial Open Meeting winner and has been a Lightning Sailor 
and Committee member for much longer than she cares to be reminded - 
having sailed at the Lightning‟s original West Oxfordshire cradle for ages. 

 

Treasurer Sue Thomas - Oxford SC 
sueshome@ntlworld.co.uk 

 The fact is that the Class Association has been held together over the years 
by the hard work of two people in particular.  Caroline is one and Sue is the 
other.  Sue is an Open Circuit regular, handles all membership matters and 
keeps a firm hand on the purse-strings. 

Measurement John Claridge - Royal Lymington YC 
Committee john@johnclaridgeboats.com 

John has updated Mark Giles‟ classic design for the 21st Century.  Between 
building the new boats and trying to keep ahead of son Robbie at the Opens, 
John chairs the Measurement Committee; working with Ben Harris and 
former National Champion Mal Hartland.  

mailto:ben.harris@lightning368.co.uk
mailto:david.machin@lightning368.co.uk
mailto:caroline.key@adrianhollier.co.uk
mailto:sueshome@ntlworld.co.uk
mailto:john@johnclaridgeboats.com

