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19 March   Training Day    Haversham SC

3 April    Open Event (Sunday) Hillingdon OAC

16 April   Open Event    Oxford SC

7 May    Open Event    Cotswold SC

21 May   Open Event    Weston SC

4-5 June   Sea Championships  Royal Lymington YC
      Two Day Event

26 June   Open Event (Sunday) Portishead SC
      New Venue.
16 July   Southern Champs  Cookham Reach SC

6 August   Northern Champs  Combs SC

20-21 Aug  National Champs Northampton SC
      Two Day Event

Saturday Evening Lightning Parts Jumble & AGM

10 September Informal Training Day Up River YC
11 September Open Event (Sunday) Up River YC

24 September The Noble Marine
      Inland Championships Haversham SC

15 October  Open Event    Dorchester SC

12 November  Rum & Mince Pies    West Oxfordshire SC
(1st event of 2012 Traveller Series)

Lightning Fixtures 2011



Chairman's Natter
Well, by the time you are reading this, our new season will be underway, with the first
open at Hillingdon.
 We've had a busy time since the Rum and Mince Pie back in November, which
seems like an age ago. The Fourm has been active throughout with everyone
upgrading and preparing their boats and chatting about the coming season. We have
a flush of new boats out on the water now, with four of them at Haversham for the
training day. And to top it all off, we were runners up in the Yachts & Yachting Class
of the Year, being complimented for our 'relentless' promotion of the Class throughout
the year.
 So what to do with all this activity? Firstly a thank you to everyone for maintaining
interest and contact through the website and forum in our closed season, it has been
busy and it's good to see new members and visitors registering on the forum and
posting questions, experiences' and answers. The forum is for everyone and our
postings and debates are always well mannered, please don't be nervous about using
the forum, you will be received with our traditional warm welcome. There have been
some interesting debates on-line from the construction of rudder stocks for older boats,
the right jammer for new ones, how to develop the transitional Class Rules and of
course Lee's exploits at Manor Park on a Sunday always provide amusement.
 Given the awful winter we have experienced , we all seem to have come though
unscathed and raring to go. The Haversham Training Day - more of this later - took
place on a superb spring day and was really well supported this year. Fourteen boats
took part, four of them new builds so the fleet is looking quite different and very 'pink'
in places. I thought Lee's new pink gloves complimented the hull colour of 'All the Gear'
very nicely. Anyway, needless to say the new ones were scatted throughout the fleet,
again highlighting that it's not the boat that makes the difference with a Lightning, it's
the Helm.
 I mentioned above the Yachts & Yachting Class of the Year award and this is a
great tribute to the work the committee has done this last year or so, Lee in particular
needs a special mention, having provided copy and articles for their website virtually
every issue. And this leads me nicely to our stand at the Dinghy Show. Once again
Caroline did a superb job organising our stand, we had loads of visitors and interest
this year, so we are hoping to see a few more new faces at the opens. Certainly boats
have been selling on the website, good boats at good prices do sell quickly and I'm
sure once the season is properly under way, boats will be in short supply again.
 The Boat Register continues to build and it is evident just how wide spread the
fleet is, with known boats at some 45 clubs now. And some of the older Lightning
venues, Weir Wood and Bough Beech for example have appeared on the scene again,
with small fleets, which will hopefully grow again now the Class is more active. Worth
mentioning here, if there is anything the Class Association can do in support of local
fleets, particularly the smaller ones, or those starting to grow, please get in contact with
us, we'd be delighted to help.
 We have a great looking season ahead of us, with new venues, a few more ideas
for non racing activities and generally enjoying our boats to the full. Hope to see you
all at one of the opens this year.
 Fair Winds and Good Sailing

Wayne



Louis Saunders Interviewed

Was sailing a family sport as you grew up?
Not at all, however my father who is now a keen
sailor, used to sail model boats all over the
country when he was young.

What club did you first sail at, and in what sort of
boat?
I started at Combs Sailing Club at the age of
seven, when I stumbled across the annual
Combs open day when on a walk around the
reservoir, which I can see from my bedroom
window less than half a mile away. My mother
gave me 50p so I could be taken out with one of
the club sailors who happened to be sailing a
GP14.

Did you have any successes in other classes
before your first Lightning 368 Nationals win?
When I was growing up I split my time between
sailing toppers, and sharing a crewing position
with my sister in a GP14, both at club level. I also
spent a short time sailing a graduate with my dad who crewed for me, as well as crewing
myself in many other boats, ISO, Fireball, and Enterprise.  When I was fifteen I managed
to buy my first boat, Lightning 104. We had noticed an abandoned orange decked boat
at the back of the dinghy park and as far as we knew, no one had sailed it in years. We
managed to contact the owners and offered them 275 pounds, which they accepted.
Within the next year aged sixteen, I managed to improve enormously achieving a great
deal at club level, which in turn gave me the confidence to enter the Derbyshire Youth
Sailing circuit and with the support of my dad, I won the DYS Championship aged
seventeen. That same year after competing in one of the DYS circuit events at Staunton
Harold SC on the Saturday, we drove to Grafham to sail in the Lightning 368 Nationals
2004 on the Sunday. The wind was very light and I felt nervous but not completely
outclassed. After gaining some confidence I decided to attend the Rum and Mince Pie

later that year, which again to my surprise
I won. The following year I won four open
races on my way to my first Nationals win
in 2005.

What is Combs SC like to sail at?
Due to the elevation of the reservoir we
can get some good prevailing wind from
the SW; however the topography of the
area makes it so those winds are gusty
and variable. In all, a difficult place to sail.



Do you sail regularly elsewhere, and in what?
When I owned a B14, my helm and I used to sail at Carsington Water due to the fact
that Combs is just too small for a skiff. We sailed there for a season, and competed
within the B14 TT circuit for two seasons.

Apart from the Lighting, what other classes have you sailed?
Competitively I sailed a B14
for two seasons with my helm
Paul Thompson with our most
successful result placing 2nd
overall in the Anglesea off
Shore Race 2007. Until a
year ago I sailed GP14 due to
our entry into the Southport
24hr Race every year, which
we have know replaced with
an Enterprise. There was a
short period when I sailed an
RS300 which I managed to
win an open event with, and
currently I have focused
sailing the Byte CII which has
prove to be a unexpected
success.

 I used to own a Magnum 8 Moth (which John
Carriage built) that I sailed with little success due
to the difficulty of sailing it on such a small water,
and with the absence of constant winds it made
it almost impossible. I current own an
International Contender as well which I bought
for a challenge, but unfortunately I came across
the same problems.

Winning Lightning 368 and Byte CII Nationals in
one year - must have felt great?
For a season that I thought would be an
introduction back into sailing after taking a couple
of year off for university, proved to be more
successful than I could have imagined. At the
start of the season I was more than happy to sail
at my home club on Sundays just for the
enjoyment of sailing again, but it all began when
I started to borrow my dad’s Byte CII when it was
windy, as we all know how hard Lightning’s are
to handle in a blow. We also have a very
successful Byte sailor at our club that has won
multiple Inland Championship titles and I found
that I could stay with him, and because of this I



decided to enter the Byte Inlands at
Burton SC. This event proved to be a
disappointment as the first day of results
was wasted with a leaking boat and
although the second day went well I
finished in 4th place overall. I wanted to
prove myself within the fleet and so
entered the Byte CII Nationals at
Plymouth in August, which after three
days and eleven races in all conditions, I
ended up winning, beating my club rival
into second place. After this unexpected
success I felt obliged to try my hand at
the Lightning 368 Nationals again. I only
had time to sail my Lightning twice
before the event, but due to my
experience sailing the boat in the past, I
managed to find form fairly quickly, but I
was still shocked yet delighted to do so
well against fierce and unknown
competition and under such challenging
conditions.

Have you got any advice for those just
starting out in a Lightning 368?
I think there are two things I would like to
mention; the first point is to always keep

the boat flat! It’s one that most sailors have heard a thousand times but in my opinion
this can be easier said than done. When the wind is constant, most people tend to cope,
but as we know most of our sailing is done on inland waters were the wind can be gusty
and infrequent. This is where good boat handling becomes essential! I wrote an article
where I described this as ‘Ease-Hike-Trim’, ease before the gust, hike through the gust
and trim the sail back in. The top sailors will be able to do this within seconds however
it does take some practice. The second point relates to sail trim. A lot of Lightning
sailors underestimate the flexibility of the rig, and most cases they know they need
some kicker, outhaul or cunningham, but these are often not used enough to match the
situation. The control lines on my Lightning are pre-tensioned for this reason, so when
the conditions favor a flatter rig, I can do so.

What are your future ambitions in sailing?
In the future I would just like to continue to enjoy my sailing, whether that consists of
racing at club level or competing at a national level. After all I had no plan for last year
and look where that got me!  Sometimes however, I think it is important not to be
over intense about your sailing. What I mean by this, is to take a more relaxed view on
things whilst keeping a level head and maintaining focus.

Thank you Louis, for taking the time to speak to us.



Upwind in some breeze
Last time, we looked at getting the most out
of a Lightning in light winds, looking
especially at making the boat go when all
around you have dozed off through boredom.
This time, I’d like to look at making a Lightning
go fast in sitting out weather. As this isn’t my
strongest suit, I will be using tips from those
who regularly beat me, as well as my
knowledge.
Medium Breeze
This is the weather that we all can enjoy.
Enough wind to be sat on deck, bum over the
edge in the gusts, fully powered up, not
boring, not scary – perfect weather for going
upwind!
 So, how do you make your Lightning go
faster than the one next to you in such benign
conditions?
 Firstly, make sure the boat is FLAT! This
ensures the sails, hull and foils are working to

maximum
efficiency. I generally find that when I think the boat is
flat, I am in fact still heeled. One day, go out for a
practice with a piece of string with a small weight on
the end tied to the boom near the mast. When the
string is hanging in line with the mast, you are upright

– you may find it feels like you are falling over to
windward!
 Next comes the sail controls. You shouldn’t need to
Cunningham yet, as this opens the top corner of the
sail and lets the wind out. Currently you want all that
drive. Outhaul is more a matter of opinion. I keep mine
fairly slack, maybe a hand length from the boom,
others will prefer it tighter. However, you don’t want
creases in it at this point. The kicking strap should be
set to the lulls, so when the boom is in , it hangs a little.
More on that in a moment.
 OK, so the boat is sailing nicely. You are sat on the
deck, up by the mainsheet (probably twisted forward
slightly in a boat with a thwart) to get the transom out
of the water and the bow into it. This minimizes the
amount of boat in the water, and allows the water a
clean getaway at the stern, while keeping the
maximum waterline length. Much faster than having
the back of the boat make a huge dent behind you!



 The wind, however, has other ideas. It is never steady for long. If the wind drops,
you will, of course, need to move inboard to stop the boat heeling to windward too far.
At the same time, though, the sail will have started to stall and the boat will start to slow
down far more than the small decrease in wind would suggest it should. The answer is
very simple – let some mainsheet out. What you will see is the boom, rather than going
outwards, will go upwards, so allowing the sail to “breathe”. This is why you don’t want
the kicking strap in too far. Lulls also quite often seem to be coming from further in front
than the stronger breeze, so you may need to bear away a little, too. Remember to luff
back up when the breeze fills in, and to pull the mainsheet back in, too!
 If the wind gusts, then you really want to make the most of it. In his interview, Louis,
our National Champion, puts it very well. Ease, Hike, Trim. What he means is, rather
than heeling over madly when the gust hits, and then try and get the boat flat again by
flinging yourself madly over the gunwale, ease the sail as (or, with practice, before) the
gust hits, then sit out harder, and once you are out and in control, with the boat still flat,
trim the sail back in until you are as powered up as you can be for the conditions. If the
gust is likely to be a brief one, there is little point in adjusting the sail controls, as soon
enough you’ll want all that lovely power back again! If, however, the wind increase
seems to be longer term, it is time to change a few thing, and we will look at that in the
next section.
 So, the boat is going well, you can react well to lulls and gusts. But are you going in
the right direction? Most of us sail on small lakes, where wind shifts are a way of life. I
have 2 basic rules. Firstly, always take the tack which is taking you nearer to the mark.
Secondly, if I’m being headed, tack. Obviously, there are times when these don’t hold
true, but 99% of the time, they work.
 Lets start with taking the tack which takes you nearer the mark first. In theory, if the
wind were steady, doing a short tack and then a long one to a biased windward mark is
the same as doing the long and then the short. In practise, though, it isn’t. If you do the
long tack, and are lifted, you get even nearer the mark. If you are headed, then when



you tack, you will be heading
nearer to the mark than you would
have been on the same tack earlier.
If you take the short tack first, and
are lifted, you will need to sail
further before you can tack for the
mark, as you will be headed on the
other tack. If you are headed, then
you may well over stand the mark
when you tack, and have to bear
away to get to it.
 And tacking on the shifts. If you
tack on the header, you are gaining
ground towards the mark, because
when the wind shifts back, and you
tack again, you’ll have covered
more ground to windward than the
boat which stuck with the original
tack. This is something that is well
worth practicing with a friend – you
see straight away what a difference it makes.
Stronger Winds
The point at which you need to start depowering your Lightning will depend upon
weight, fitness and skill. However, once you are at the point where, when you are sat
out as hard as you feel you are able and still 1) be in control of the boat and 2) actually
be able to stay there for any length of time, but the boat is still heeling over, it is time
to depower. The 3 sail controls, Cunningham (or downhaul), outhaul and kicking strap,
work in unison with each other. First thing to do is to pull in some of that slack you had
in the kicker. You now want the boom to go outwards, not upwards, when you let it out.
You don’t want it as hard on as it will possibly go, though, yet. Cunningham really
comes into its own as the wind increases. As you pull it down, it opens up the top of
the sail, so reducing the amount of pressure at the point where it is most likely to blow
you in. Outhaul should firstly come in to the point where it is just not creased. If you
are still overpowered, pull yet more Cunningham down. It is amazing how tight you can
get this – if you only have a 4:1 purchase on the Cunningham, then it is well worth
putting another loop in and making it 8:1, so you can really pull it hard, especially on
a Mylar sail. Outhaul can be pulled in as tight as it will go. The kicking strap causes
some debate. Normally, I would say pull it in as tight as you possibly can, which can
be done most easily when the mainsheet is pulled in tight. This way, when you let the
mainsheet out to spill wind, the boom stays level. However, if the wind is as likely to
drop as it is to gust, some slack in the kicker will allow power to be kept on at all times.
 It is in this sort of weather that Louis’ Ease, Hike, Trim really comes into its own.
By easing the mainsheet while you are keeping control of the boat as you hike harder,
and then bringing the sail back in when under control, you stop the boat going over on
its ear and screwing up into the wind. You need to ease a surprisingly large amount of
mainsheet to keep the boat flat in the larger gust. Well worth going out and trying it out
when not racing. You may also find that it is possible to sail the boat sitting a little



further aft, too, with both feet under the toe strap in a thwarted boat. The fact that you
are a little too far aft will be made up for by the more comfortable hiking position.
 You may find, too, that the boat feels nicer to sail with the centreboard about ¼ up,
if you are struggling to keep the boat from screwing up into the wind.
 There is (as always!) an alternative style of sailing in strong winds, which only
really works in confined spaces, such as tacking up the shore at Cotswold on a nasty,
gusty April day. As the gust hits, instead of letting out loads of sheet and keeping the
boat flat, let out enough to stop being blown over, but allow the boat to heel and go
closer to the wind. Over a short distance, the boat will gain ground to windward,
without loosing too much speed, while the front of the sail backs as you are pinching.
As soon as the gust passes, hike the boat flat in order to be able to bear away onto a

proper close hauled course again. BEWARE, though – this doesn’t work on open
water (like at Northampton for the Nationals) very well at all, and if the boat stays too
long heeled and pinching the boat slows, the centreboard looses its grip on the water
and you’ll slide sideways, loosing any ground you might have made. So, good for tight
corners and for making a mark without tacking again, bad for a ½ mile beat.
  So, the winds we are talking about now, you are able to keep the boat flat
while going upwind by using the sail controls correctly and by reacting well to gusts
and lulls. Where you go hasn’t really changed from what you were doing in medium
winds, but you may feel you want to put fewer tacks in, as they are a potential
swimming lesson, or you get stuck head to wind. So lets look at them next.
 When tacking in light winds, the idea is to keep everything as smooth as possible,
using as little rudder as possible, to keep the speed up during the tack. The same is
true in strong winds – the smoother that tack, the less the boat slows, and so the less



the pressure on the sail when
you come out of the tack and
the sail fills again. I had an
interesting reminder of this
when Firefly sailing at a lake in
the welsh mountains. I went in
a little too close under the cliffs,
and the wind dropped off. As I
tacked out, going slowly, a huge
gust came vertically down the
mountain and blew us flat. Had
I been moving, I would have
been able to Ease, Hike, Trim
(maybe!) and saved a long tow
back to shore.
 So, the secret, is to sail the
boat round, not throw it round.
Pinch, Pinch, Pinch the boat up
towards the wind, and just
before she starts to loose too
much speed, push her through
the wind. In light winds, we
needed to initiate a roll – in
strong winds, the boat will
generally do that for you…just
don’t try and cross the boat too
early. Remember to ease the
sheet just after the bow has gone through the wind and the sail starts to fill again. Any
sooner, and you risk getting trapped in irons, any later, the sail will be pinned in as you
are trying to bring the boat flat and accelerate away – a good way of swimming.
It’s really howling now…
Oddly, upwind is the easy bit in a real blow, at least compared to going back downwind
again!
 Once you have reached the point where, even with the Cunningham, outhaul and
kicking in tight, you are still heeled over and going nowhere, it is time to change a few
things. Lift the centreboard to about 1/3 way up. this does 2 things. Firstly, it reduces
the area in the water, to you slip sideways, rather than pivoting over on it. Secondly, it
moves the centre of lateral resistance aft. (Imagine the boat sat still on the water, next
to the shore – if you push the boat near the bow, she will turn away from the shore. If
you push near the stern, then the stern will move away. If you push amidships, then
she will move away from the shore, but stay parallel to it. This point is the centre of
lateral resistance.) In strong winds, the  centre of effort of the sail (the exact point all
the forces of the sail are centred at) move aft, both as the belly of the sail is blown aft
by the wind, and as you bend the mast with the kicking strap. By raising the board, you
put the boat in balance again.
 If you are still overpowered, even with the sail eased so the front third is backing
almost constantly, it is now time to think about survival sailing. Let the kicker off a lot



(not completely, but most of it).
The boom will sky, the back of
the sail will open up, and
pressure will be taken off the
boat. You won’t be able to point
very high (it will feel like close
reaching) but the feeling of
impending doom may well
recede. Just remember to pull
some back on before you go off
wind, or you may go swimming
to windward. If you are
wondering why letting the kicker
off in these conditions should
make things easier, consider
this: When you come ashore at
the end of a race, but leave the
boat tied up, what do you do to
stop her blowing over? Yes,
that’s right, ease the kicker!
 By now, you will probably
just be hoping to reach the mark
with the boat in one piece, but there are still a couple of tactical considerations. Firstly,
which side will be giving the steadier wind? If there are high trees or hills, the wind will
become more gusty, and harder to handle, to don’t go too close. Also, sailing the long
tack first still pays – you’ll be out there for a shorter time! It is also even more important
than normal to keep a good look out. Not only will boats be sailing at unexpected angles,
but there may well be capsized boats around too – watch out for heads in the water!
 Remember too that asking “Are you OK?” if you see someone who is struggling to
right a boat or who is separated from it is very important. Even if in a singlehander you
may not be able to do much to help them yourself, you are in a much better position to
attract the attention of a safety boat. We may not race in the Southern Ocean, but we
still need to look out for each other when the weather turns bad. If you do need to stop
to help someone, it is possible to claim redress on that race result.

I hope this article and the one before it have been of some use  to you in working out
the best ways to get to the windward mark in a Lightning. It may well be that you have
better ideas, hints and tips you would like to share. I’m positive that many at the top end
of the fleet will disagree with a fair amount of what I have said. To this end, a Wiki has
been set up on the Lightning website, where you can add information when you want
to. This article will appear on the Wiki shortly. Please feel free to comment.
 I also highly recommend Rooster Sailing’s Upwind DVD for an evening of study in
front of the telly!
 Mostly, though, sailing is about practice. Reading about it is not the same as doing
it, or we would all be up the front of the fleet with our champions.

Rupert Whelan



I’d like to
thank all
that helped
out at this
year's
dinghy show.
Especially
to Wayne
who helped

me set up on the Friday in record time.
The corner plot worked really well with us
being viewed from whichever way you
walked.  It is also a good place to catch
up on all the other Association members
who do not always come out to the opens.
Overall I think it was a great success,
with more members promising to take
part in the opens this year, old members
digging their boats out and rejoining the
association after numerous years and
new people taking an interest, who came
along to the training session.

Caroline Key

Above: An excellent corner plot.
Below Left: Caroline’s new boat
takes pride of place.
Below Right: John C waiting for the
show to open!



Lightning Training at Haversham, 19 March
A beautiful day weather-wise welcomed 14 Lightning 368s to Haversham Sailing
Club for the first of the Class' training days for 2011. With the 368s race-season
resuming in just two weeks, this day offered a fantastic chance to blow-away the
cobwebs and catch up with friends, all under the watchful eye of Lightning supremo
Paul White and Supernova superhelm Barry Winter.
 Uniquely, the 4 most recent John Claridge built boats were all together at the
venue, so the obligatory photo-opportunity was taken, prior to an overview on rig
settings - emphasising light winds seeing as the current and forecast breeze barely
raised a ripple on the water of this picturesque club. The main points to come from
the inspection was to ensure your mainsheet was long enough to allow the boom
out to past 900, and that your kicking strap had enough travel to allow the boom to
both rise free and to clamp down hard in a blow.
 Once things were explained, Paul took to the water - in Caroline Key's new boat
- to demonstrate the effectiveness of Roll-Tacking and Roll-Gybing in these kind of
conditions, it was the big grin on Pauls face that should be a warning to his bank
manager as his: "I want one!" demeanour kept him on the water just a little longer
than he'd probably planned!
 Then it was over to us... like cygnets behind mother swan, a whole line of
Lightnings went out and proceeded to roll and gybe at will - some with more
success than others - Rupert Whelan nothing short of spectacular and Lee Bratley
with an interesting 'Limbo' Gybe!
 However, things were coming together towards the end of the morning as heel
angles became braver and battens began to pop through with more vigour.
 A fantastic lunch of Chili and baked potato or delicious Pasta bake, followed by
a choice of cake was offered up by David Machin & family, almost making everyone
want to stay in the clubhouse, but Paul & Barry had other ideas as a series of short
Windward/Leeward races were organised in order that we put into practice our
newly-acquired 'skills'.
 When class chairman Wayne Jenner found himself in the unfamiliar position of
leader, we knew that things had certainly progressed through the day!

 It was a fantastic day for
the class, wonderfully
hosted by Robin and the
team at Haversham who
really pulled out the stops to
make this a typically
sociable, friendly Lightning
day. A massive thanks to all
at the club and to all that
took part, hopefully we'll see
some wild rolls during the
course of the next round of
the Lightning368 Open/
Traveller Series at Hillingdon
on Sunday May 3rd.

Lee Bratley



New Season Preview
We get underway again with the first open of 2011 at Hillingdon on the 3rd April, but
remember the first race of the series was the last Rum and Mince Pie, so technically
Hillingdon is the second race of the series.
 Hillingdon is a really nice venue and very easy to get too, just 4 miles from the
M25 junction 16, north of London. There's plenty of space and a good sized home
fleet. Sailing there is 'interesting' as with many of our smaller lake venues, there's the
odd few trees along the banks, to help brighten your day and demonstrate your skills,
or if like me, get you totally confused by the wind direction and watch the front of the
fleet sail off into the distance. Oh well, it's all experience and there's always the pub
afterwards!!!
 Next is Oxford, on the 16th April, which has the excellent Farmoor Reservoir as
their home water. In total contrast to Hillingdon, Farmoor is 500 acres of open water
and not a tree in sight. Excellent facilities, all day galley, plenty of space, good
launching beach, what more could you want. Farmoor is just off the A34 at Oxford,
very easy to get too from either the North or the South. Oxford is always an excellent
day out.
 Next is Cotswold another friendly club, with a nice big home fleet, easy to find just
to the north of Swindon. More interesting water and another great day out. Cotswold
is followed by our return to Weston, down in Southampton. Our first outing of the year
on the sea (well Southampton water at least) really nice sailing with excellent club
facilities. Although we have a one day event there this year, some of us will be
camping overnight, with the Supersofa's and sailing on the Sunday as well.
 Weston is followed by our sea championships at Royal Lymington and there really
is no better water. This event is held at their Dingy Regatta, so we sail with other fleets,
Larks, Scorpins, Firefly's and more. But there is plenty of room for us all and it makes
for a great social occasion.
 Then its Portishead, down by Bristol, Cookham, up on the Thames, Combs up by
Derby, the Nationals, once again at Northampton, followed by Up River over in Essex,
back to Haversham for the Inlands, then Dorchester and finally we are back at West
Oxford and it's the start of the next season again. In between I think we will see a good
crowd of Lightnings at Norfolk week as well.
 So, a pretty full season and we have things on the social front too. We are
planning a Lightning jumble at the Nationals on the Saturday, followed of course by
the AGM. And with the success of last year's dinner (well a meal down the pub at
least) we are planning to repeat that again after the racing at the Rum and Mince Pie
in November.
 All in all a fairly full calendar and hopefully something for everyone. We're off to a
good start with an excellent turnout at the first training day. Already this season we
are seeing yet more new interest and new faces, so do pop along to an event. Class
racing really is fun and you get to see how your doing against the rest of the crowd.
You are almost certain to pick up a few tips and hints about your boat and sailing it
and there really is no more friendlier Class on or off the water.
 I look forward to yet another enjoyable and successful season, I hope everyone
enjoys the schedule, the events and generally being a Lightning sailor.
 Further details about all the events can be found on the website and in the
yearbook.

Wayne Jenner
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